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“We (the Aposties) are of God: he who knows God, hearkene to 
us; he who is not uf God, hearkens not to us. By this we know the 
Spirit of Truth, and the Spirit of Error.”—1 John iv. 16.—Mae- 
knighi’s Translation. 

“Be mindful of the words before spoken by the Holy Prophets, and 
of the Commandments of us, the Apostles of the Lord and Saviour.” 
2 Pet. iii. 2.—Macknighi. 








NUMBER III. 
HISTORICAL ILLUSTRATION OF THE APOCALYPSE. 
REV. xl. 12. 


The twelfth verse of this chapter, brings us back from the period of 
the installation of Constantine in the monarchy of the Roman world, 
A. D. 324, to the expulsion of Maxentius from Rome, the throne of 
the dragon, A. D. 312 Our readers will bear in mind, that by the 
“earth,” andthe “sea” are intended the people who inhabited certain 
maritime and inland provinces of the Roman Empire, and are here 
used in opposition, or rather subordination to, the “*heavens” in the 
preeeding verse. Zhe devil” is put for that power which calumniated 
them, and so stirred up a persecution under which they suffered se- 
verely. 

‘ PREDICTION. * FULFILMENT. 


But wo to those whoin- By the death of Maxentius A. D. 

habit the earth and the rome authority of Rodin satis aon 
will mo Pe i ism, Was Cas 

aoa, fe os trea eg eal out of Rome and Italy—the throne and 
you, :' heaven of the empire; and took up its 
wrath, because he knows positionin the remoter provinces of 
that he has but a short Egypt, Syria, Palestine, Asia Minor, 
time. And when the dra- &c., the inland.and maritime countries 
g0 w thathe was cast of the Mediterranean Sea. At this 
the earth, he perse- time Maximin, the secret ally of Max- 
ted the woman who had manages 8 ay Pagan ae ~ 0. 
these Asiatic dominions. c wasa 
+h eM orth the mascu- fierce, vindictive, and cruel tyrant, and 
ine ch , as destitute of abilities as he was of 
virtue. No mgan, perhaps, in the empire could have been selected as 
iter instrumeiot of digbolical malice than Augustus Maximin. His 
| e “woman” or church, which had now become the 














malignity, was only aggravated by the 


-had been surpassed by none of his pre- 
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his victoriousrival. ‘His time,’ however, ‘was but shori,’ and his o». 
rtunity of doing evil did not exceed six months from the death »f 
axentius. But his ‘wrath’ was ‘great,’ and he did not fail to do tie 

bidding of his master, the devil, with the greate-talacrity. The his. 

tory of this brief pericd I shall record in the words of Gisnon, “Crp. 
elty and superstition were the ruling passions of the sou! of Maximiy 

The former suggested the means, the latter pointed out the objects of 

persecution. ‘The emperor was devoted to the worship of the gods 

to the study of magic, and to the belief of oracles. ‘The prophets o, 

philosophers, whom he revered as the favorites of heaven, were fro. 

quently raised to the government of provinces, and admitted into hs 
most secret councils. They easily convinced him that the christians 
had been indebted for their: victories to their regular discipline, ang 
that the weakness of polytheism had principally flowed from a wan, 
of union and subordination among the ministers of religion. A gys. 
tem of government was therefore instituted, which was evident\y 
copied from the policy of the church. In all the great cities of the 
empire (his share of the empire) the temples were repaired and beau. 
tified by the order of Maximin; and the officiating priests of the ya. 
rious deities were subjected to the authority of a superior pontiff, deg. 
tined to oppose the bishop, and to promote the cause of Paganism, 
These pontiffs acknowledged, in their turn, the supreme jurisdictiog 
of the metropoiitans or high priests of the province, who acted as the 
immediate vicegerents of the emperor himself. £4 while robe was the 
ensign of their dignity; and these new (pagan) prelates were care 
fully selected from the most noble and opulent families. By the in- 
fluence of the mag'strates and the sacerdotal order, a great number 
of dutiful addresses were obtained, particularly from the cities of Ni- 
comedia, Antioch, and Tyre, which artfully represented the well 
known intentions of the court as the genera! sense of the people, so- 
licited the emperor to consult the laws of justice rather than the dic- 
tates of his clemency, expressed their abhorrence of the christians, 
and humbly prayed that those impious sectaries might a! least be ex- 
cluded from the limits of their respective territories. ‘The answer of 
Maximin to the address which he obtained from the citizens of Tyre 
is still extant. He praises their zeal and devotion in terms of the 
highest satisfaction, descants on the obstinate impiety of the chris. 
tians, and betrays, by the readiness with which he consents to their 
banishment, that he considered himseif as receiving, rather than as 
conferring an obligation. ‘The priests as well as the magistrates, were 
empowered to enforce the execution of his edicts, which were em. 
graved on tables of brass; and though it was recommended to thém 
to avoid the effusion of blood, the most cruel and ignominious p/un 
ishments were inflicted on the refractory christians.” “l|n this general 
view of the persecution,” says Mr. Gibbon, “1 have purposely re 
frained from describing the particular sufferings and deatly/s of the 
christian martyrs. It would be an easy task to collect a lang series 
of horrid and disgustful pictures, and to fill many pages with racks, 
and scourges, with iron hooks, and red hot beds, and witln all the va- 
riety of tortures which fire and steel, savage beasts, and /more savage 
executiorers, could inflict on the human body.” But s/uflicient testi- 
mony has been adduced, to illustrate the “*WO” in, the prediction, 
upon those who inhabited the dominions of Maximin/, whom the devil 
had come down totorment with great malignity. / The Asiatic Ce 
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tholies had every thing to dread from the severity of a bigoted 
monarch, who prepared his measures of violence with such deliberate 
olicy. L'yt a few months had scarcely elapsed, before Constantine and 
Ficinius.tae emperors of the west, published certain edicts by which 
Maximin was obliged to suspend the prosecution of his designs. One of 
these was, tne celebrated edict of Milan, publashed A. D. 313. It was 
issued with the ready concurrence of Licinius; so that the fury of Maxi- 
min was disarmed by a consciousness of his own weakness, and the 
superior forces and authority of his rivals, The edict provided for the 
restitution of all the civil and religious rights of which the christians 
had been so unjustly deprived. It was enacted that the places of 
worship, and pubiic lands, which had been confiscated should be re- 
stored to the Catholic church. The two emperors proclaim to the 
world in, thie edict that they have granted a free and absolute power 
to the christians and to all others, of following the religion which 
each individual thinks proper to prefer, to which he has addicted his 
mind, and which he may deem the best adapted to hisown use. Such 
a decree, which, after the death of Maximin, was received as a general 
and fundamental law of the Roman world, might well elicit from the 
christians that song of triumph in the 10th v., celebrating the victory 
of Christ and the FALL of PaGanism. Maximin, however, was of a 
different temper, than to be circumvented, even in his own dominions, 
without resenting the insult. Aceordingly,he assembled an army of 
70,000 men, and invaded the Illyrian provinces, where he was engaged 
and defeated by ‘Licinius at the head of 30.000 soldiers. Maximin’s 
death followed soon after this discomfiture, by which the Catholi¢ 
church was delivered from the last and most implacable of her ene- 
mies. 


And there were givento 
the woman two wings of a 
great eagle,* that she 
might fly into the wilder- 
ness to her place; where 
she is nourished for a 
tine, times, and half a 
time, from the face of the 
serpent. And the serpent 
threw out of its mouth 
water, like a river,{ after 
he woman, that it might 
cause her to be carried 
away by the stream: and 
the earth assisted the wo- 
mans the earth opened 
its mouth, and’ drank up 
the flood, which the dra- 
con threw @ut of its mouth. 


nin, the chureh of Chriet had 


From thisscene of bloodshed and 
strife we must return to Rome—the 
head of the great eagle—and narrate 
the events transacting within the 
sphere of that city. The “great fiery 
dragon” had now lost his power, and, 
in the prediction, we see his place sup- 
plied by the symbol of a ‘‘serpent,” 


which, afterwards, indeed, »gain ap-. 


pears under the form of a simple dra- 
gon,t v.16. The flight of the woman 
in this verse (14) corresponds to that 
before indicated in v. 6, to which the 
reader will refer, In both passages the 
women, the wilderness, the places, the 
providence, and the periods are all the 
same. The illustration, therefore, of 
the one, is also that of the other. With 
these hints, therefore, we proceed to 
observe, that, theugh the Catholic 
church was delivered from her most 
implacable foe by the death of Mexte 


now to sustain a war, waged aguinst 
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her, not indeed by the powers of pagan superstition and cruelty, but 
by the more ferocious and exquisitely savage despotism of pretended 
christians “THE DELIVERER OF THE CHURCH,” as Constantine de- 
lighted to call himselt, was the first to inflict upon those, ‘who kep 
the commandments of God, and retuined the lestimony of Jesus Chrisi,” 
persecution and death itself. This prince is e teemed as the greatest 
and best of the sons of the “christian church” (!), both by the votaries 
of the Papal and Protestant horna of the beast. His memory has 
been consecrated by the grateful applause of the clergy, who never 
fail to burn the incense of adulation to the honor and renown of those 
who indulge their passions, and promote their interests. Constantine 

ve them security, wealth, honors, and revenge: und the support of 
fhe orthodox faith, was considered as the most sacred and inportant 
duty of the civil magistrate. The edict of Milan, the great charter 
of toleration, had confirmed to each individual of the Roman world, 
the privilege of choosing and professing hisown religion. Butthy 
inestimable privilege was soon violated; with a smattering of truth, the 
emperor imbibed the maxims of persecution, and the secis which dis- 
sented from the Carnotic cuurcn. were afflicted and oppressed by its 
triumph over Paganism. Constantine easily credited the insinuation 
that the HERETICS who presumed to dispute Ais opinions, or to oppose 
Ais commands, were guilty of the most absurd and criminal obstinacy; 
and that a seasonable application of moderate severities might save 


‘those unhappy men from the danger of an everlasting condemnation. 


Not a moment was lost in excluding the ministers and teachers of the 
separated congregations from 6 | share in the rewards and immuni- 
ties which the emperor had so liberally bestowed on the orthodox 
clergy. But as the sectaries might still exist underthe cloud of royal 
disgrace, the conquest of the Rast was immediately followed by an 
edict which announced their total destruction. After a preamble filled 
with passion and reproach, Constantine absolutely prohibits the as- 
gemblies of the heretics, and confiscates their public property to the use 
either of the revenue, or of the Catholic church! Among the odious 
heretics proscribed were the Novatians. Some of the penal regule- 
tions were copied from the edicts of Dioclesian, a Pagan Emperor; 
and this method of conversion was applauded by the same bishops 
who had felt the hand of eppratainnsde hee pleaded for the rights of 
humanity. But Constantine’s mind seems to have been not entirely 
corrupted by the spirit of Cathdlic zeal, and bigutry. As if he dis- 
trusted the impartiality ofhis ecclesiastical counsellors (a distrust atall 
times necessary.) he entrusted a civil magistrate, to make an accurate 
inquiry into the nature of the religivus principles of the sects before 
they were finally condemned, ‘The emperor,” says Gibbon, “was 
goon convinced, that he had too hastily proscribed the orthodox faith | 
and exemplary morals of the Novatians; who had dissented frogn the 
eharch (4. D. 257,) in some articles of discipline, which were mot per- 
haps essential to salvation. By a particular.edict he exempted them 
from the genera! penalties of the law,” ch.-21, p. 232. Here then 
the facts of history reveal that spirit of pe:secution. which after the 
fall of Paganism, changed sides and went over to the Catholics, who, 
with the emperor at their head, now océupied the temples of the gods. 
It was this eres diabolical Fy which caused ~s woman - fly mio 
the wilderness fi face serpent, or, in unfiguyative 

that induced the of rist to take refuge in thie obscaré of 








245 


the empire from the persecution of her Catholic enemies. This event 
we shall now proceed to illustrate. | 

The complaints and muiual accusations which assailed the throne 
of Constantine, as soon as the death of Maxentius (A 1. 319,) had 
submitted Africa to his victorious arms, were ill adapted to edify an 


fect proselyle.} He learned with surprise, that the provinces of 
Aries, from the confines of Cyrene to the columns of Her: ules were 


distracted with religious discord. The cause of dissension, for the 
most part, ceases to characte:ise religious disputes after the fervor of 
the onset ubsides. This is proved in numberless instances It is so 
in the case before us; for though the election of two rival bishops 
fanned the latent heat into a flame, the cause of the great separation, 
which was about to ensue. inust be sought for in the deep rooted af- 
fection of the faithful for the Ancient Gosrek anv A postoLic TRa- 
pitions. Inthe second of the Acts, Luke informs us, that on the 
Day of Pentecost there were Jews from “Egypt and the parts of Af- 
rica, which are about Cyrene.” Many of these,n» doubt, obeyed the 
gospel, and carried it to their native homes, where they would per- 
suade others to renounce idolatry and embrace the faith of Christ. 
The churches thus formed, in these parts, secluded from the theatre, 
and inducements of ecclesiastical discord and ambition, would be 
more likely to “retain the lestamony of Jesus Christ” than the churches 
of those princely bishops, which had transferred their devotion from 
apostolic to worldly objects ‘the disciples in the country could not 
but grieve at the corruption and apostacy of the churches in the cities, 
which wou'd be equally deplored by the minority which remained true 
to the Master in these assemblies. But corruption may be lamented, 
and yet continued, unless some incident transpire, ofien trivial in itself, 
or some master spirit arise, to unfurl the standard and rally around 
it the friends of christian purity, liberty, and truth. Such, I appre- 
hend, was the state of things in Africa, Italy,and Gaul, at the time 
we are now considering. The church in Carthage. the metropolis of 
Aftica, and the second ecclesiastical throne in the West, was the 
source of the dispute which involved the province in such disastrous 
convulsions. Mensurius, the overseer of the church, having died in 
311, the majority of the people chose the arch or chief deacon ( @ci- 
lianus to succeed him. We are not orthodox enough to suppose, that 
because the majority elected him, that he was therefore best qualified 
according to the Apostles’ description; nor are we so blind to the de- 
fects of his opponents as not to see, that if the majority were exceed- 
ingly culpable the minority was not blameless, The ground of their 
tion to Cascilianus, if true, was certainly just and valid, and ho- 
nerable to those wlio made it the cause of their separation from a 
church, so corrupt and insensible to its christian dignity, as to sppoint 
& mar their Bishop, who had abandoned his brethren under perseeu- 
tion end distress, and had received ordination from an apostate. who 
had delivered the sacred writings to be burned. (See page 204, vol. 1.) 
When Majorinus died, Donatus, eminent for his ability and virtue, 
was elecied in his room; and became the firmest support of the dis- 
sentients, from him called Donatists. We have already related how 
a a to Rome, to Arles in the south of France, and lastly to 
ugh they could obtain no redress, it seems to me ex- 







, that they sowed the seed of the truth in the valleys 
of the Alps, of the Pyrenees, and in the south of France, and 
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country of the Milanese, which for time immemorial, before Luther, 
were thickly inhabited by the Waldenses and Albigenses under dif. 
ferent names. In all these countries there were _Novatians, who 
would be rather strengthened than embarrassed by the accession of 
the Donatists. The whole proceeding from the first appeal to the 
final sentence lasted above three years. ‘‘But this incident,” says 
Gibbon “so inconsiderable that it searcely deserves a place in history, 
was productive of a MEMORABLE scHism, which afflicted the provinces 
of Africa above 300 years, and was extinguished only with chris. 
tianity itself.” The inflexible zeal of freedom and fanaticism anima. 
ted the Donatists to refuse obedience to the usurpers, whose election 
they disputed, and whose spiritual powers they cenied. He do not blame 
them for this, otherwise we should condemn ourselves for nol suimilling 
fo the clerical usurpers of our own day. Excluded from the civil and 
religious communion of mankind, by an edict of banishment, they 
boldly excommunicated the rest; they exerted with confidence, that 
the Apostolical succession was interrupted; that all the Bishops of 
Europe and Asia were infected by the contagion of guilt and schism; 
and that the prerogatives of the Universal church were confined to 
the chosen portion of the African believers, who alone had preserved 
inviolate the integrity of their faith and discipline. ‘This rigid 
theory” says Gibbon “was supported by the most uncharitable con- 
duct. Whenever they acquired a proselyte, even from the distant pro- 
vinces of the east, they carefully repeated the sacred rites of baptism 
and ordination; as they rejected the validity of those which he had 
already received from the hands of heretics and schismaties.” The 
Novatians and Waldenses did the same; and so oventT wr, a few 
cases only excepted. In this practice, Gibbon confesses that the Do- 
natists maintained the sentiment of a greater part of the primitive 
church. Such was their abhorrence of the apostacy, that, if they 
obtained the possession of a church which had been used by the Ca- 
tholics, they purified the building with the same jealous care which 
a temple of idols might have required. Dr. Mosiueim gives the fol- 
lowing summary of their doctrine—"*the doctrine of the Donatists 
was conformable to that of the church, as even their adversaries con 
fess; nor were their lives less exemplary than those of other christian 
societies, if we except the enormous conduct of the Circumceliiones, 
WHICH THE GREATEST PART OF THE SECT REGARDED WITH THB 
UTMOST DETESTATION AND ABHORRENCE. The crime, therefore, of the 
Donatists lay properly in the following points: in their declaring the 
church of Africa, which adhered to Ceciiianus, fallen from the dig- 
nity and privileges of a true church, and deprived of the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, on account of the offences with which the new bishop, 
and Felix, who hed consecrated him, were charged; in their pro 
nouncing all the churches, which held communion with that of Africa, 
corrupt and polluted; in maintaining, that the sanctity of their bishops 
(it is a great crown of rejoicing when a church can appeal to the ho- 
liness of their elders as an evidence of its own purity) gave their com- 
munity alone a full right to be considered as the true, the pare, and 
the holy church; and in their avoiding all communication with other 
churches, em an apprehension of. contracting their impurily and cor 
ruption. This erroneous principle was the source of that most 
shocking uncharitableness and presumption which appeared in their 
conduct to other churches. Hence they pronqunced the sacred rites 
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and institutions void of all virtue and efficacy among those christians 
who were not precisely of their sentiments, AND NoT ONLY RE-BAP- 
q1ZED THOSE WHO CAME OVER TO THEIR PARTY FROM OTHER CHURCHES, 
but even with respect to those who had been ordained ministers of the 
Gospel, they observed the severe custom, either of depriving them of 
their office, or obliging them to be ordained a second time.” If such 
was the enormous “crime” of the persecuted Donatists, had i lived in 
their day, 1 would have been a Donatist too.  Eprror. 
[TO BE CONTINUED. } 


NOTES. 

* An Eagle was the ensign of the Romans. They did not use co- 
Jorg as the moderns do. A silver, and sometimes a golden Eagle, 
with expanded wings, occasionally holding a thunderbolt in its claws, 
with the figure of a miniature temple above it, was the common stand- 
ard of the legion, which averaged from 4200 to 6000 men. So that 
the number of eagles would depend on the size of the army. Our 
Saviour alluded to the Romans when he said, “wheresoever the carcass 
ws the eagles will be gathered logether,”’—Mat. xxiv. 28. Seeing then 
that the Eagle, with expanded wings, isa symbol of the Roman 
dominion, we have now to consider its apocalyptic position, so as to 
determine the direction of its wings; for with this is connected the ac- 
curacy of our historical illustration. If the Eagle, then, be the Roman 
Empire, the head of the eagle must be Romm, for that city was the 
Metropolis—the head-quarters of Government, Commerce, and Reli- 
gion. But in what direction does the eagle look. Judging from the 

ition of the countries which composed the Roman Empire, I 
reply, ia @ south-westerly direction; so that a line drawn through the 
head or Rome, would pass between the columns of Hercules into the 
Atlantic Ocean. Thus the right wing would cover the countries of 
the Milanese, Sardinia, Switzerland, Hungary, Bohemia, Germany, 
France, Spain, the British Islands, &c., and so including the Valleys 
of the Alps, and of the Pyrenees; and the left would take in the pro- 
vince of Africa from Cyrene to the Straits of Gibraltar, including 
Numidia, Getulia, and Mauritania. Al! these countries were thickly 
inhabited by the Novatians, the Donatists, and a number of others of 
different names, absorbed in aftertimes in the general appellation of 

lbigenses and Waldenses; who, in their forests and mountain fast- 
nesses, were nourished by God “from the face of the serpent” for “a 
time, times, and half a time.” “A time” is equal to 360 days—“times’’ 
are equal to 720 days—and “half a time” to 180 days, which added 
together make 1260 days or years; a day for a year according to pro- 
phetical calculation of time. This then was the length of time, the 
Witnesses against the apostacy were to occupy “/he wilderness” and 
mountainous regions as their ‘‘place” of refuge “from the face of the 
serpent” or the PERSEcUTING CaTuo.ics. We are not to suppose that 
they occupy both “wings of the great eagle” an equal length of time 
for this was not the fact; their testimony in the left wing, or Africa, 
being extinguished, when that province and the Eastern division of 
the Rmpire were overrun by the barbarians; so that Greek ‘Chris. 
» tanity” being subdued by Mohammedanism, their testimony against 
the Apostacy from the Religion of Jesus was no longer requiredin 
that part of the world, and they ceased to be. Not so with the right 
wing, they continued till after Luther’s revolt. 
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tA Dragon, as we have said before, is the symb 

Dominion, and we would add, both under its ae. Pome 
Imperial Christian form; the attribute of “fiery.” however aa oe 
eaeeery oe. er and (tpaaens “A GREAT FIERY DRAGON there. 
ore, as a symbol must be restricted in its applicati ’ ; 
before it nn Christianized alone. on to Imperial Rome 
¢ Water flowing from any source like a river, indicates an arm 
body of men in mution by order of the government. That water a. 
bolizes people, one of the seven angels told John; **he wasers” said ~ 
“which you saw, are people,’ &c.—Rev. 17 When the war =" on 
tion the people are in motion; when it flows like a river,the body of peo- 
ple takes a certain direction; when the river overflows its banks, the 
army crosses its own frontiers and invades another natior; when the 
water sweeps along like a flood. the ariny subdues and carries all be 
fore it; when the earth absorbs the flood, then the operations of the 
army are spent without effecting its purpose; and, if the water of the 
river be dried up, the power and nationality of a people are <estroyed 
“Behold!” saye Isaiah, ‘the Lord bringeth up upon them (the Jews,) 
the Waters of the River, (he strong and the mighty; even the King 
of Aesyria, and all his force And he shall rise above all their chan. 
nels, and shall go over all their banks. And he shall pass through 
Judah, overflowing and spreading, even to the neck (the Hill of Zion) 
shall he reach; and the extension of his wings (of his a-my) shall be 
over the full breadth of the land, O [mmanuel !”"—chapter viii. 7.— 
This passage of the prophet is a fair illustration of my interpretations. 
The flood nine out of the mouth of the serpent or dragon. iinports 
that the woman had become obnoxious to the Roman Cour', and that 
the Emperor had sent an army against those whom she symbolized— 
namely, the advocates of the Ancient Gospen anv Arosrotic Or- 
per or primitive Christianity, against that spurious re!ig on of the 
Catholics which had now become the religion of the empire under 
Constantine. 

No fact of history more faithfully illustrates the true character of 
the pretended “‘religion of Christ,”:called Catuoxic, which had gained 
the ascendant in the beginning of the 4th century. than the “conver. 
sion of Constantine.” “The first of the christian emperors,’ says 
Gibbon, truly, “was unworthy of that name, till the moment of bis 
death;” for it was om during his last i!lness that he was acmitted by 
baptism, into the number of the faithful (A. D 337.) turing 14 years 
he had the reputation of a christian, he assumed the character of 8 
bishop, he presided at ecclesiastical councils, gave judyment against 
christians reputed “heretical” by the orthodox, enjoined the solema 
observance of the Lord’s day, which he called the day of the sun (die 
solis) after his once favorite god, and in the same year (A. D 32!.) di- 
rected the regular consultation of Avausrices; he was per itted by 
the Catholic «church to enjoy most of its privileges— instead of relir- 
ing from the congregation, when the voice of the deacon Cismissed 
the profane multitude, he prayed with the faithful. disputed with the 
bishops. preached on the most sublime and intricate subjects of theo 

y.celebrated with sacred rites the Vigil of Easter, and publicly de- 
clared himself not only a partaker, but, in same measure. a priest and 
hierophant of the christian mysteries—how, I say, shall we judge of 
such 8 church--of such a religion, whose professors would permis 
and even applaud, such flagrant violation of the first p: inciples of 
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christianity? Such a community is the cuuncn or Anticnaist, and her 
royal proselyte, THE MAN OF sIN. This unbaptized episcopal emperor, 
aided and advised by ignorant, proud, and superstitious ecclesiastics 
constituted the tribunal, before whom those who rejected their tradi- 
tions and commands, were arraigned, and condemned as odious, and 
jlent heritics! Shall we receive their sentence as just, and denounce 
whom they condemn? If we were, we should be led into great error 
concerning the merits or demerits of the proscribed; for nothing is 
more common than for the Catholics,as the **Orthodoz” do at, this 
day, to misrepresent their principles, blacken their characters, and 
stigmatize them by some obnoxious and opprobrious name. 
|| [have just cast my eye upon the following splenetic passage in 
Mosheim, which strengthens my supposition? ‘This schismatic pes- 
tilence,” says he, “was almost wholly confined to Africa; for the few 
iti{ul assemblies, which the Donatists had formed in Spain and Italy, 
fad neither stability nor duration.” This is the style in which Uriel 
B. Chambers would sum up our history, and it is possible there might 
be just as much truth in the one as the other; aud yet none in either. 


A PARADOX. 

A Church may cease to be a Church of Christ, and yet 

may contain Christians, 

A paradox is an assertion, whieh contradicts a generally re- 
ceived opinion. A paradox, though thought incredible, may 
yet be very true; because the opinion which it contradicts, how- 
ever generally received, may be false. 

In matters of religion, the word of God is the one and only 
standard of truth; and the revelation, which is there made to 
us from heaven, does indeed run counter to the natural senti- 
ments and ideas ofall men. Yet this is in fact one of the inter- 
nal evidences of its divine origin and truth. For manisa crea- 
ture fallen from the favor of God; and it is but consistently with 
this, that the Holy Spirit declares in the Sacred Writtngs, ‘““My 
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my 
ways, saith the Lord.”—Isaiah lv. 8. 

You ought not, therefore, reader, at once to reject the fore- 
going paradox, because it appears to you most strange and in- 
credible; but rather let your attention be excited, to see whe- 
ther the statement made therein be not sustained by that reve- 
lation, which you professedly acknowledge as divine, (J. W.) 

The word “church” means nothing more than an assembly 
or congregation of individuals. 'The word translated church, 
in the New Testament, is ekkleesia, and signifies any number 
of persons convened by authority or otherwise. The Jews as 
a nation were an ekkleesia, assembly, church, or congregation, 
called out or ekkaleized, from the rest.of the world, by the fa- 
vor of Jehovah, that they might be to him a peculiar people. 
When the Asiatics met together to worship Diana in her tem- 
pleat Ephesus, their assembly was called an e«Anva in Greek, 
and a church wr When the Mohammedans meet to- 
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gether in the Mosque of Santa Sophia at Constantinople, their 
a igs is an exxdnsia, or church. When the subjects of 
Pope Pius convene in St. Peter’s at Rome, to offer incense to 
the Virgin Mary, and a set of dead rasca's called ““Saints;” or 
the devotees of Episcopacy in St. Paul’s at London, to gabble 
over the responses or “common prayers” of the Liturgy; or the 
humbler votaries of human opinions in the Dissenting Meeting 
House, to hear preaching; or the shouting followers of a revi- 
valist in a sectarian synagogue to “get religion;” or when 
the citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven convene to worship God 
according to his appointments—all, allof them constitute ed,- 
stat, assemblies, congregations, or churches. There is nothing 
sacred in the word; though clergymen have perverted it, and 
appropriated it to ecclesiastico-political uses. ‘They have mys. 
tified its import, and have made it signify any thing and every 
thing they please. Not to follow them, however, in all their 
twistifications and meandering subterfuges, we observe that the 
nature of the church depends on the principles upon which it 
is founded. ‘These may be either human, diabolical or di- 
vine. If the principles be of human origin, and independent 
of religion, the church or assembly may be a very laudable 
one; if of human origin, in connexion with religion they as- 
sume the character of dtabolical, and the church or congre- 
gation, constituted upon them, is transmuted into a synagogue, 
or assembly of Satan; but, if the principles be of divine origin, 
then the church or assembly founded and continuing upon these, 
is a divine or heaven-born community. 

A church or assembly of Satan may be known by the first 
principles of its constitution. Some would discriminate it by 
the apparent sanctity or unholiness of its constituents; but this 
would be fallacious, unless all were agreed upon the standard ot 
rule by which these attributes should be determined. For, be 
it remembered, that that which is very sanctified in the estima- 
tion of men, may be a perfect abomination in the sight of God. 
Thissame objection might be supposed to lie against the accu- 
rate discrimination of the principles themselves, were it not that 
the community we have in view, once appealed to one and thesame 
standard with ourselves. ‘The members ofthe church of Satan 
may dissent, but that matters not, for they are the opponenis 

inst whom we dispute. Well, then, we say, we must judge 
of the nature of a church by the nature of the principles upoa 
which it rests. If these principles cannot be discovered in th 
New Testament, they cannot be christian; therefore the churches 
or associations founded upon them can have no pretensions 
the title of christian churches: Forexample, the Papal Decrees, 
the Thirty-nine Articles, the Westminster and Philade!phia Cor 
fessions, the Book of Discipline, and the Mormon Bible, are # 
alien and unknown to the doctrine of Christ and his Aposties 
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the societies, communities, associations, assemblies, congrega- 
tions, ekkleesias or churches, therefore, founded, sustained, and 

rpetuated by these systems are huinan, diabolical, and anti- 
christian. ‘This is proved beyond a doubt, by the fact, that if 
the Roman, English, Scotch, American,and Mormon churches, 
were to renounce these hidden mysteries they would cease to 
exist; for, their principles, having no place in the New Testa- 
ment, could derive no support from it. They would be build- 
ings of men, the baseless fabrics of a vision, mere phantoms or 
castles of the air. ‘They would be headless, limbless, and trunk- 
less—monstrum, horrendum, informe, ingens, cui lumen 
ademptum. All the sectarian churches, fone we mean no offence 
to individuals by what we say,) therefore, to wit, the Roman, 
Episcopal, Presbyterian, Methodist, Mormon, &c. &c. having 
been instituted by human authority, and founded upon mere 
human opinions, never were, nor ever can become christian. 
They are, then, to all intents and purposes, assemblies, churches 
or synagogues of Satan. 

We perceive, then, that a church is nothing more than an 
assembly of people; and that the nature of the church depends 
on the character of the principles upon which it is founded. 
We advance a step farther, and say, that because a church 
was once christian, it does not therefore, follow that it will 
always remain so. For example, the church of Christ was 
first founded on the belief of one fact, and all those who com- 

d the assembly were received into it, by immersion into the 
Pelief that Jesus was the son of God, that he died, was buried, 
and rose again from the dead; and all this for the forgiveness or 
remission of sins. In process of time, however, this ceased to 
be the case. ‘The members of the church were initiated by vir- 
tue of the faith of their sponsors, and aspersed with the sprink- 
ling of proxyism for remission of original sin. Will any one 
pretend to say that these two churches are constituted on one 
and the same foundation? He that would, surrenders «ll claim 
to reason or common sense. The former, which adopted the 
innovation of the latter, becomes changed from a church of 
Christ into a synagogue of Satan; and the people who maintain 
the principles of the original foundation, sustain the noble and 
— character of a christian assembly. 

ut to bring the proposition nearer home, let us take the case 
of the Baptist community in Richmond. Their churches may 
have been originally founded (1788) on the testimony of apos- 
tles and prophets, Jesus Christ being the foundation; I say they 
may, for the history of the “Virginia Baptists” furnishes no au- 
thentic or satisfactory data to reason upon; I, therefore, chari- 
tably assume, that the original society of immersed persons in 
Richmond was constituted upon apostolic principles, and con- 
sequently was intitled to the honorable appellation of the church 
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of Christ in that city. Here, then, was a community, governed 
by the laws, and observing the ordinances of Jesus, which from 
time to time proclaimed Jesus as the Christ, sustained their pro- 
clamation by the testimony of the apostles and prophets, and 
immersed al] believing candidates for remission into the faith of 
Jesus. How long they continued to contend for the faith deli- 
vered to the saints by the apostles, we are unabie to atlirm— 
thus much we can say, on the testimony of living witnesses, that 
for some years past, they have obeyed the traditions of their 
elders, rather than God; that they have superseded the testimo- 
ny of the apostles concerning Jesus by pastoral sermons on 
scraps of Scripture; that they have supplanted the hope of im- 
mortality by a vague expectation of future pardon; that they 
have substituted the criesand agonizings of the “laity” to “cet 
religion,” by some supernatural process, for the conviction 
that Jesus is the Christ; that they have appointed committees 
to examine into certificates of previous good character, and 
to pronounce upon the authenticity and genuineness of certain 
sights and sounds, called experiences, as qualifications for ad- 
mission into their community by immersion; thus setting aside 
the confession that Jesus is the Messiah the Son of God; that 
the Sacred Writings have been degraded into a mere text book 
for the benefit of the parson instead of being used for the in- 
struction of the people; that they deny the equal necessity of 
faith, repentance, and baptism tor the remission of sins; that 
they have condemned as nonessential the weekly breaking of 
the loaf, and have settled down into a state of quietism, leaving 
their proxy-man to do all, while they listen and obey his com- 
mands; that the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the 
pride of life have taken the place of contempt of the world, hu- 
mility, and singleness of heart; and that all this ultimated, about 
four years ago, in a climax of madness, folly, and tumult, ata 
revival exhibition, calculated to excite aversion and disgust in 
the minds of all sober and rational men. Thus they have alto- 
gether gone out of the way.. They have forsaken the old paths. 
They have corrupted the way of the Lord. They have aban- 
doned their ancient testimony. They have mingled and made 
common cause with antichrist. ‘They violently oppose and ma- 
lign those who contend for the witness of the “two prophets 
who torment those who dwell upon the earth;” who plead for 
the testimony, precedents, and precepts of the apostles against 
the traditions of men; who renounce all human authority and in- 
ventions in affairs of religion, and call on men to obey God alone; 
who contend for the commanding importance of all the ordin- 
ances of Jesus Christ; | and who fight the good fight against all 
who dare to impugn the least of the commands of Messiah.— 
As an assembly of religionists, the Baptist community in Rich- 
mond has ceased to be the church of Christ; it rests no longer 
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on “tHE Rocx,” forit no longer requires its constituents, as a pre- 
requisite to admission, to confess before men that “Jesus 1s THE 
Curist THE SON OF THE Livine Gop.” Ithas shifted its ground, 
ithas slipped off the adamant, and now stands upon the crazy and 
mutable basis of sights, sounds, experiences, feelings, and opine 
‘ons, sustained by the spirit of party, worldly interests, and the 
pecuniary advantage of its clergy. One thing alone distinguishes 
itfrom the politico-religious establishments of the world, namely, 
the dipping of adults. Let them wave this, and throw open 
their doors to the sprinklers, and their identity will be lost in sur- 
rounding sects. We chant, however, the requiem of the Rich- 
mond Baptist community in sorrow; we triumph not over their 
fall; we grieve for their apostacy. The overthrow of Romanism, 
Episcopacy, Presbyterianism, Methodism, &c. would afford us 
the most unmixed and unfeigned joy; we would sing the song of 
triumph over their confusionand dismay; for they are the consti- 
tuents of antichrist, and have ever been ranged under his blood- 
streaming banners. Butwith the Baptist it is otherwise; they once 
were the witnesses for the truth; the heretics obnoxious to the 
sanguinary fury of their present friends. We lament the catas- 
trophe, and our sincere and honest regard for them prompts us to 
urge them to “Come out of Babylon, and partake not of her 
sins, that they receive not of her plagues,” for if they are 
defiled by the one, they will inevitably sutler by the other. 
Thus, then, we have illustrated the first term of our paradox, 
that a church may cease to be a church of Christ; we 
hasten, therefore, to the second, viz: and yet may contain 
christians. Itis the mass which givesa general character to an 
assembly, and not the few., For example, a thousand Moham- 
medans may assemble to worship the god of Mohammed, and 
there might be present some fifty christians in disguise; whether 
should we callthis church christian or Mohammedan? Assue 
redly Mohammedan. So we judge of achurch which has 
ceased to be christian: it may contain a thousand immersed 
sinners, and not less than fifty baptized believers; yet the former 
characterize the church, and not the latter. But how is it pos- 
sible for such a community to make christians? We reply that 
the community is quite passive in the case. It instructs the one 
thousand to be immersed on their experience, but the New ‘Tes- 
tament teaches the reader to be immersed on'the confession that 
Jesus is the Christ, and without any reference to sights, sounds, 
or “experiencess”’ Now as the value of a believer’s immersion 


depends upon his own and not upon the administrator’s faith, 
the subject demands immersion of the community, and is im- 
mersed by its agency; and thus he becomes a christian. Here, 
then, it is the New Teéstament, and not the community or the 
clergyman, which makes the christian. The clergyman te- 
quires the candidate to tell him ‘what the Lord has done for 
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his soul;’ but the New Testament asks him ‘do you believe that 
Jesus is the Christ the Son of the living God?’—And the ep. 
lightened believer replies to the clergyman, ‘what hinders that 
} should be baptized?’—and to the book he rejoins, I believe 
that Jesus is the Son of God: and straightway he is immersed 
and goes on his way rejoicing, praising and blessing God, 

But, although this sepulchre of a community, spiritless, and 
fullof dry bones, may contain a few bodies that have not yet 
breathed their last, these christians are ina very dangerous con- 
dition. If the conqueror alone is to inherit all things, what shal] 
be said of those who never fight; who, so lukewarm in the 
Master’s service, prefer to remain in the tomb of the dead, than 
to live in the abodes of the living. If the cowards are to be 
cast out with idvlators and liars, what will become of these timid 
christians who fear the frowns of a clergyman and his followers 
more than the malediction of an insulted God.’ If those only 
who persevere to the end can be saved from eternal death, 
what will be the condition of these, who, having believed 
and been immersed, settle down into a listless attendance 
on the ministrations of a poor worm of a clergyman, whose 

reach curresponds to his pay. My sheep, says the Messiah, 

ear my voice, and a stranger will they not follow—alas for 
such sheep as these! ‘hey have become so familiar with the 
voice of the stranyer that they fail to recognise the call of the 
great shepherd and overseer of souls. 

Thus, then, we have fairly illustrated our paradox, that a 
church may cease to be a church of Christ, and may yet con- 
tain christians. ‘The converse is also true, that a church may 
be a church of Christ, and yet contain Antichristians. These 

itions are strictly applicable to the church of Christ, assem- 
bling in Sycamore meeting-house, and the Baptist community of 
Richmond. ‘lhe former, as a congregation of disciples, wor- 
ship the Father, through the Son, by the Holy Spirit, and there- 
fore according ‘o divine appointment, walking in all the ordi- 
nances of God’s house, as the Apostles have commanded. The 
latter, have set up a new religion, and a_ will-worship, which 
has no counterpart in the sacred writings. ‘They have abol- 
ished the ancient eldership and set up clergymen with the 
name of elders in its stead; and thus have introduced a whole 
host of evils, consequent upon the “ong-maN-system.” We 
confess and lament that there are several amongst us, who are 
so infected with the Baptist leaven as almost to be beyond reach 
of cure. They have been so intoxicated with the traditions of 
the clergy, their mental faculties have so long remained dormant 
under clerical usurpation, that, we fear, little short of an earth- 

ke or the day of judgment will arouse them from their ine 
vincible torpor. 

Thus much concerning the Baptistism in Richmond and our- 
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selves, deduced from testimony and observation. We trust, 
the Baptist communities are not equally rotten and corrupt 
throughout the States. We fear their apostacy is very general. 
We know their order throughout America is antichristian, 
whatever their faith may be. As a trial of their purity, we 
would suggest, that twelve plain, intelligent, unambitious, honest 
men be selected from every Baptist church in the United States, 
and appointed to read the New Testament through, once a 
month, for one year, to their brethren, without note or comment, 
from themselves or preachers, and we venture to predict, that 
every one of them would be split into two parties, of which 
one would contend for the ancient faith and order, and the 
other, and perhaps the more numerous, would oppose it, and 
stand up for the clergy and their traditions. ‘That such may 
never be the case among OURSELVES, is the devout and unfeigned 
aspiration of the E,piror. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
Bricaton, Upper Canada, Dee. 11th, 1834. 

Mr. Editor,—I have read with pleasure your periodical (the Advo- 
eate,) and find its pages the most free from “the sveech of Ashdod” of 
any Ihave ever read of those papers which profess to advocate a 
return from the modern corruptions of christianity, to the pure doc- 
trine which Christ and his Apostles taught as glad tidings to men — 
And by the by will you please inquire for me, of our excellent brother, 
the editor of the Millennial Harbinger, (since you live in the same 
State with him) what authority he has from the example of the 
Prophets, Christ, or the Apostles, for quoting Gen. iii. 15. as a pro- 
mise of the Messiah; or how does he get scriplure authorily to call 
Christ the seed of the woman. An answer to this question would 
much gratify me, as [ live in Canada where I have much opposition 
from tne different sects, and I am desirous to obtain whatever infor- 
mation I can from every quarter., As tothe opposition to the Gospel 
as taught by Christ and the Apo it seems to come from a!l deno- 
minations of religionists who call themselves christian. But I have 
to encounter most fiom the Methodists, who, it seems, can to'erate and 
even countenance anv thing, Romanism not excepted. rather thag 
the plain Gospel as exhibited in the record of the New Testament. 

During my residence of eighteen months tn the province of Upper 
Canada, | have immersed nearly 200 persons professing the faith of 
the gospel. Besides, many have been immersed by my brethren, 
among whom, perhaps, one third of the whole were Methodists; while 
I was engaged in immersing some of them. a Methodist class-leader 
gtood by, who kicked a dog into the water within a few feet of where 
I was standing. just as | had raised the subject out of the water. This 
is one instance comporting with many others that have been done by 
this inisguided class of people. Instead of meeting me (according to 
an ingenuous invitation published even in the newspapers) before the 
public, to expuse whatever they considered as contrary to scripture 
taught by me; they gave their approbation to a man, as an advocate 
of their cause, who is a notorious drunkard anda Roman Catholige 
This and the like measures are resorted to by the Methodists in these 
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parts, fearing the consequences of meeting me themselves bef, 
public. Alas for them. Notwithstanding ail opposition, the wos: 
the gospel is fast spreading in the province—and, unlike any religious 
reformation ever before witnessed, since the days of the Apostles, jt 
is always in advance of the popular preachers, among those who read 
the word. 

Please give the above an insertion in your Advocate, and oblige 
your friend and brother in Christ, Zeruon F. Green’ 





Louisa, 24th October, 1834. 

Brother Thomas— Having seen several of the numbers of the *A pos. 
tolic Advocate,” pubiished by you, | am convinced you havo taken 
the proper step to do good in this day of apostacy from the primitive 
faith and practice of the followers of Christ; and really | wish you 
God speed in your exertions to reform mankind. 

I notice, that many persons think you entirely too severe and sar- 
castic; but such persons should remember that you have to deal with 
a community who have corrupted, and are still corrupting the purest 
system of worship ever devised. With a community as stubborn and 
perverse, as corrupted, as blind as ignorant, and as’superstitious in 
following the “doctrines and commandments of men,” as they are in- 
credulous in the belief of the true word of God; ‘how then can you 
do otherwise than as you do? How can you maintain the worship of 
primitive christians, and connive at the will-worship, and unholy cere- 
monies of the age? How can you “be mindful of the words spoken 
before by the holy prophets, and of the commandments of the Apos- 
tles of the Lord,” and at the same time, pass by unheeded the false 
teachings and vain speculations of the modern Rabbis? I answer it 
is impossible. 

If your pen wants nibbing, then did that of Paul, when writing to 
the Corinthians concerning the “False Teacher” among them, as also 
when writing concerning the Judaizers in Galatia. But | would say 

on, and the good work you have began, perform till the occasion 
for such writings shall have ceased. 

But what is truly strange in this day is, that men should be socom- 

tely infatuated as to believe that their practices, and comic revelries 

ave countenance in the book of God!! Surely the words of Isaiah 
spoken concerning the Jews, are applicable to men in this day, ch. vi. 
9th and 10th v., ask of them proof from scripture to uphold the anzious 
seals, and they will quote Ist Timothy, ch. ii. and Ist v., and think 
it is quite to the point!~-and so of other new-fangled notions now in 
vogue; but be it observed, that the proof brought forward by them is 
about as much in point as the Catholics could give to sustain the In- 
quisition. 

It is in this way the unreflecting part of the community are duped, 
and gulled by their blind leaders; under such circumstances, I, for one, 
am truly glad you have hoisted the banner in Virginia, and have 
sounded the trumpet of war upon the counterfeits of christianity m 
this part of our country. 

Should you think it worth it, I should be glad if you would insert 
this in your paper. 

Yours, in the faith, 


Joux Tuomas, M. D., Ed. Ap. Advocate. 


DisctPcLcs. 
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PRIMITIVE WORSHIP. 


“The simplicity of gospel tu h ill accords with a farrago of rites 
and ceremonies. Nothing could be more unadorned than the primi- 
tive worship. A plain man, chosen from among his fellows, in his 
common garb stood up to speak, or sat down to read the Scriptures, 
toas many as chose to assemble in the house appointed. A back room, 
and that probably often a mean one or a garret to be out of the way 
of observation was their temple.’ —Hawers Hust. of the Church, p. 150. 

Such is the impartial Rector of Aldwinckle’s account of 
the “Sanctuary,” in which the disciples, in the early part 
of the second century, assembled to do homage to their Lord 
and Master. Down to the reign of the Roman Emperor 
Severus, A. D. 211-19, the christians knew of no other tem- 
ple, church, or sanctuary, than that which they themselves 
composed. ‘T'he idea of a wooden, brick, or stone church, 
had not as yet entered their heads. Their want of temples 
was one cause of their being accused of atheism by the pa- 
gans; who could not conceive of a religion without its tem- 
ples made with hands. A back room in a common house, 
or an obscure garret afforded sufficient accommodation to the 
disciples of Christ, when christianity was first planted in 
its original simplicity and purity. It was in an “upper 
room,” that the apostolic ambassadors of the Great King, 
first convened after his ascent to the right hand of power; 
and it was “in the same place” that Peter stood up with the 
eleven, and delivered the first gospel address that was ever 
spoken to Jew or Gentile; and it was this unpretending 
apartment that was honored by the manifestation of the 

oly Spirit. But as christianity became corrupted, rites, 
ceremonies, decorations, and formality increased in a cor- 
responding ratio with the decline of the power of godliness; 
until this was entirely subdued, and the christian institution 
metamorphosed into a hydra of unmeaning shape. We 
know of nothing so calculated to keep up those dangerous 
distinctions which crept in soon after the death of the apostle 
John—the separation of the disciples into clergy and laity— 
as the arrangements which exist in the meeting-houses of 
the present day. Instead of aroom fitted up for the purposes of 
primitive worship, in which the ssowinG rorTH THE LorD’s 
DEATH was the grand feature, our rooms are so ordered as to 
consult the convenience of “hearing preaching;” and the 
economy of BREAKING THE LOAF, for which a society of dis- 
ciples comes together, is made a matter of mere seconda 
import. When we enter a house of the sectaries, what is it 
that stands in a bolder relief than other objects before 
us? Is it not a man called a “Reverend Divine,” boxed up 
in a pulpit, calledal so a “sacred desk?’ And in a chris- 
tan congregation, what ought to be the first thing to ar- 
rest the attention of the unbelieving world who come to 
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witnessits worship? Mostunquestionably, the bread and wine 
on the table of the Lord. We contend, therefore, that inas- 
much as the disciples of Christ come together every first da 

of the week to break the loaf, in other words, to > Sa forth 
the Lord’s death, all arrangements ought to be made subser- 
vient to it; and every impediment to the full, free, and apos- 
tolic exhibition of christian worship removed. Now the 
Lord’s death cannot be shown forth when the table of the 
Lord is obscured from the view of all, except a few in its 
immediate location. It is our conviction, therefore, that the 
wooden thrones, called pulpits, ought to be pulled down and 
east out of all our meeting-houses, as the worthless syin- 
bols of antichristian lordship over the heritage of God. This 
conviction is founded on the following facts:— First, how- 
ever large the assemblage addressed, the apostles never used 
such things, nor did the disciples for 186 years after the death 
of the Master—and why not? Because they were not needed. 
Secondly, their use prevents those arrangements which ought 
to obtain where there is a plurality of elders or presbyters, 
and tends to elevate one of their number above the rest, 
which ought to be especially guarded against in every parti- 
cular. Thirdly, they are pagan in their invention, anti- 
christian in their adoption, and ridiéulous in their perpetua- 
tion among those aha profess to endeavor to restore the 
christian institutes to what they were in the days of the 
apostles. That pulpits are of diabolical invention will ap- 
pear from this, that that part of the theatres where thie actors 
recited their parts was called pulpitum or the pulpit. The 
Roman play-houses were divided into five parts, of which 
this was one. It was the loftiest stand in the whole build- 
ing, having the orchestra, where the performers danced, 
about five feet below it. Hence, a pulpit being the place ol 
buffoons, Pliny uses this expression to characterize anything 
contemptible, ludibria scena et ruLpiro digna, buftooneries 
fit only for the pulpit. They are antichristian in their adop- 
tion. This is evident from the fact, that pulpits were intro- 
duced into the so called “christian temples,” when the mys- 
tery of iniquity had so far revealed itself, as to convert 
the institution of the eldership into a college of bishop, 
priests, &c., in imitation of the Jewish orders of priesthood. 
Thus about the end of the second century a new tribe arose, 
completely separated from their brethren, of clergy distinct 
from laity. ‘Men sacred by office, exclusive of a divine 
call and real worth.” Among these aspirants for worldly 
honors—ambition and worldlymindedness were the charac- 
teristic features. The ancients being passionately fond of 
eloquence, oratorical talents too often conferred on their ~ 
sessor pre-eminence over his fellow-presbyters. Thus, >y 
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common consent, he took the lead; and at length claimed su- 
perior dignity as the bishop. This man, then, the bell- 
wether of the flock, the sole mouth piece of the faithful, as 
he became after the cessation of spiritual gifts, was the dig- 
nitary, already prepared, to fill the pu/pitum when the va- 
nity of the projectors should succeed in translating it from 
the theatre to the “church? The elevation of an am- 
hitious presbyter to the highest place in a christian assembly, 
was the signal forthe stoppage of all mouths but his own.— 
Reading the Scriptures and mutual exhortation gave place to 
the delivery of an oration upon some philosophical or scho- 
lastic topic; and thus the sincere milk of the word, and the 
good seed of the kingdom was superseded by the “orthodox” 
buffvoneries of “consecrated” pulpits. But some superficial 
thinkers in regard to these matters may suppose the use of 
these wooden boxes can do no harm. This was precisely 
the principle upon which every abuse crept into the church. 
But to this flimsy opinion, we would object, that whatever is 
not inculeated by precept or example in the New Testament, 
if introduced into the christian religion does infinite harm; 
and is calculated to opea a door to innovation of every kind. 
If itis lawful to supersede the institution of the Sos 
by the one man system, then it will do no harm to set up al 
the conveniences of pulpits, sermons, and salaries for his ac- 
commodation, But we pretend to aim at the restoration of 
the primitive worship, so that when our assemblies are visited 
by the unbelievers they may have a fair exhibition thereof 
presented to them; and that they may thus be enabled to 
contrast the simplicity and dignity of the christian institu- 
tion with the miserable counterfeits of the age. It ought, 
therefore, to be enough for us to know what was the apos- 
tolic custom, and knowing to practice it. We cannot pretend 
to be honest disciples unless we act by this rule. How the 
world would like it, or what unbelievers would say or think, 
expediency or common usage, ought not to weigh with us 
loramoment. We are not to succumb to the world, but the 
world to us. Do you not know, christian reader, that the 
true believers will reign with the prince of peace over all 
bations? Let us not, then, truckle to mortal men of time; 
but, let us maintain a courteous, though dignified and inde- 
pendent bearing, and compel them to desert their own ranks 
and crowd around our standard by the proclamation of gospel 
truth in prams as well as speech. 

The eldership of the apostolic assemblies consisted of many 


members. They were all equal, though they might not be 
all equally gifted. They were called presbyters or elders, 
and sometimes bishops or overseers. They were all entitled 
‘oequal respect from the brethren, provided they all conducted 
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themselves equally well; and, although true eloquence is g 
noble talent, wisdom and knowledge are equal. Peter, who 
was also an elder, stood up with the eleven, who were as 
much elders as he. He was surrounded by his brethren, from 
the midst of whom he addressed 3000 unbelievers. So, as 
the church in Jerusalem was the model of the apostolic as- 
semblies, when the disciples came together into one place to 
break the loaf, the elders would convene in their presence, 
and not be scattered about in divers seats. All our presby- 
ters or elders, therefore, ought to sit together in such a man- 
ner as to oversee the disciples. In order to effect this, as we 
have said, the pulpits should be cast out, and a platform con- 
structed, about 18 inches from the common floor, and of suf- 
ficient dimensions to contain the table and seats for six or 
eight persons.* Here, then, let the presbytery sit; and, if 
one of their number, more able than the rest to teach, shall 
feel disposed to exercise his talents for the edification of the 
brethren, and the persuasion of unbelievers, let him stand 
forth and say on. This arrangement would be attended with 
the happiest results. For, as the order of a christian assem- 
bly, and the worship thereof, is different from any thing wit- 
nessed in sectarian temples, so, by this means, it would be 
forcibly exhibited to the eye of the spectator, and his attention 
could not fail of being arrested, especially as the exhibition is 
of divine appointment. Thus, on entering our doors, the most 
remarkable vbject would be, not a man in black, on a wooden 
throne, but the divinely appointed memorials of the death of 
our Royal Master. There, though in silent but expressive lan- 
guage, he would behold a monument perpetuting the fact, the 
astounding fact, that 18 centuries since, the crucified, but risen 
King of the Jews, having been expected for 4000 years, was 
at last revealed, and fell a victim to the cruelty of man, for 
whose redemption he bled and died. And around this monv- 
ment he would see a brotherhood of believers, with their el- 
ders, who had submitted to the government of this unseen 
Personage, in confidence of reconciliation by him to God; 
and in the full and earnest expectation of his speehunn pro- 
mised return, Then, and not till then, shall we be able to 
reflect the light of the ordinances of God’s house, and shine 
like a geo a upon a hill, which must and ought to be conspr- 
cuous. Remember, brethren, our object is a REFORMATION of 
MORALS, and a full and entire rEsTORATION of the CHRISTIAN 
INSTITUTION, as left among men by the holy apostles. No- 





/ * If the comuon floor was constructed on an inclined plave, there 
would be no need of a raised fluor for the eldership. Our houses 
assembly ought to be so arranged that the elders while sitting, might 
see every person and be seen by all. 
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thing short of this will satisfy a right hearted subject of the 

King of Kings; therefore, let every citizen of his kingdom 

awake up as they ought, and make ready to receive his Lord. 
Epiror. 


SURRECTION AND RESURRECTION, 

In the beginning the earth or dry land, was born of water 
by the Spirit of God; when, at His command, He said, “Let 
the waters under the heaven (or expanse) be gathered to- 
gether into one place (the place of the waters,) and let the 
dry land appear; and it was so.” Thus the earth arose, Or 
was surrected, from the womb of waters. 

But in the days of Noah, and about 2348 years before 
Christ, and inthe age of the world 1656, its inhabitants had 
become exceedingly corrupt; a fact which is thus recorded 
by Moses, “And God saw that the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and that the whole imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil every day.” “The earth 
also was corrupt before God; and the earth was filled with 
violence. And God looked upon the earth, and behold it 
was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted nis way (or worship) 
upon the earth.” Gen. vi. 5, 11, 12. On account of sin, God 
condemned the world, and decreed the destruction of the in- 
habitants fromthe earth. T'he sentence of death was exe- 
cuted in the 600th year of Noah’s life. The world was 
drowned, the earth buried, and with it all the corruptions, 
violence, and crime with which it was filled. 

Had God’s Almighty power not been put forth again, the 
globe we inhabit would have remained a dismal waste of 
waters until this day. How then could His promise have 
been fulfilled that rue seep of the woman should bruise the 
head of the serpent? For this grand end,a few, that is, 
eight persons, were saved in the ark. It was, therefore, ne- 
cessary that the earth should rise again, and come forth 
NEW BORN from the womb of waters. But it could not be 
born again of water until it was begotten again by the 
Spirit. Accordingly God assuaged the waters by the pres- 
sure of a strong wind, which drove them back into the vast 
caverns from whence they issued; and by the stoppage of the 
fountains and the cessation of rain. Two hunéred and eight 
days were the waters pregnant with the earth, which was 
RESURRECTED On the first day of the tenth month. 

Thus were the Earth and its inhabitants regenerated, and 
thus was the sin of the world washed away by an universal 
baptism. A new period of time, called a new world, was 
introduced BY A RESURRECTION. This world has long since 
become old. It was placed under peculiar political and ec- 
clesiastical arrangements called heavens and earth. These 
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have waxed old as a garment, and as a vesture they have 
been folded up. They passed away with a great noise and 
tumult; and out of their ruins arose the prese nt w orld, which 
in relation to the past was an age or world lo come. As the 
old heavens and earth were introduced by a physical resur. 
rection, so were the present or new; whic hin their turn have 
now become old, having endured for 1800 years. The Fa. 
ther of the ey erlasting age or world—the Creator of the new 
heavens and earths which were to succeed his birth —havin 
rose again fromthe dead, “many bodies of the saints which 
slept arose, and came out of their graves afte r his resur- 
reclion and went into the holy city, and appeared unto ma- 
ny.”’—Mat. xxvii. 52, 53. Thus, then, the christian heaveys 
and earth began with a physic al resurrection. 

The character of the present heavens and earth is that o 
tyranny, folly, and iniquity; but the disciples of Jesus look 
forward to a new heavens and a new earth in which dwel]s 
righteousness. The HEAVENS AND EARTH ‘hey look for is the 
world to come, and commonly expected under the term mu- 
LENIUM—an age, state or world, which will far transcend in 
glory and excellence all other worlds or ages that have ob- 
tained on earth since the creation. As the christian age was 
introduced by a resurrection, so also will the millenial. The 
disciples of Christ will not all die. But the -y Who are aliv. 
at the coming of the Lord will be changed, afier the dead 
who have died in Christ are raised. This event is to take 
place at the beginning of a period, w hich will last a mille- 
nium, or thousand years. This is called in the Apocalypse, 
“the first resurrection.” Happy and holy is he who has part 
in the first resurrection. “On such the second death shall 
have no power; but they shall be the priests of God and of 
Christ; and they shall reign with him a thousand years.”— 
Thus “He who raised up Christ from the dead, will mak 
even our mortal bodies alive, through his Spirit,” and thus 
the millenial heavens and earth will be introduced by a phy- 
sical resurrection. 

But the millenial heavens will also wax old as the cehris- 
tian heavens and earth have already done; and those who see 
the close of that dispensation, age, state, or wor!'d, will look 
forward to a new heavens and a new earth, called the New 
Jerusalem State, which will never grow old. The heavens 
and earth, of wl hich the New Jerusalem will be the GLoriovs 
METROPOLIS, commences when our time is lost in ETERNITY. 
The New Jerusalem Age may be termed the elernity of 
ages. It is that state of which Jesus is the EVERLASTING 
raTHER. It begins where the MEDIATORIAL KINGDOM ends.— 
It is PARADISE RESTORED. “The rest of the dead lived not 
again until the thousand years (or millenium) was accom- 
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plished.” At this period, the end of the millenium, the dead 
small, and great, will stand before God; when the books will 
be opened, and the dead judged out of the things written 
therein, according to their works. This is the last resurrec- 
tion. The justified dead, who, having been born after the 
first resurrection, died in the faith of the everlasting gospel, 
or that gospel which will be promulgated at the beginning of 
the millenium—and is designed to last till its close—will 
then be raised and numbered with us who shall attain to the 
first or resurrection of the just. Then will all the righteous, 
who have lived from the days of Adam down to the close of 
the millenial age, be gathered together, into one body under 
Christ, called “the general assembly and congregation of 
the first born, who are enrolled in heaven.” These will con- 
stitute that GREAT ISRAELITISH NATION, Which no man can 
number. Thus, we see, that eveneternity itself is to be ush- 
ered in by a physical resurrectton—a resurrection which 
began with the resurrection of the earth and the family of 
Noah to a new life, and which will have gradually ascended, 
increasing in importance until the GRanp cLimax, when death, 
and sorrow, and pain, and time, and sea shall be no more! 
Finally, I would close these few observations, by remark- 
ing that Paul speaks of “heavenly places in Christ” and of 
the “third heaven.” For the heavenly places in Christ, 
we are not to look for them among the things in Moses, ex- 
cept as types of the true heavenly places. <A third heaven 
implies a first and second. Here then they are, ascending 
gradually in order, excellency and glory. The kingdom of 
heaven, of which we are citizens, otherwise the church of 
Christ, is the FIRST HEAVEN; the Millenial Age is.the seconp 
HEAVEN—the New Jerusalem Age, or Eternity is the Tarp 
HEAVEN OF PARADISE—a representation of which he saw in 
vision, indescribable in the imperfect language of men. Of 
these things, however, more hereafter. E:piror. 


The following Query will be responded to shortly—IJs it 


lawful for the Disciples of the Prince of Peace to bear 
arms ?”? 





THE APOSTOLIC ADVOCATE. 


When we commenced this periodical we did not expect 
that it would enjoy so extensive a patronage as it does, during 
the first year of its existence at least. Our anticipations 
may be estimated by the fact that the edition of the first two 
numbers did not exceed 500 copies. This we were soon 

iged to imerease to. not, at all doubting but that 
Bumber would supply all the subscribers we should obtain 
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for the first volume. We were, however, before long agreea- 
bly disappointed, and we again augmented our edition to 1500 
copies, ‘The demand for the Advocate at length exceeds 
our means of supply. Mail after mail multiplies orders 
each of which requires the numbers from the beginning. 
Beyond the 6th number our copies are incomplete; we can- 
not, therefore, furnish all the back numbers. From the 6th 
tothe 11th, both inclusive, we can supply to any extent un- 
der 450. As, however, there may be many who would like 
to possess the work entire, we will republish the back num- 
bers, provided we receive the names of 100 subscribers 
who will be faithful to their promise of paying on the re- 
ceipt of the papers. Each order must contain names to the 
amount of $5, at least. We are emphatic as to our terms; 
for we have no desire to reprint except for the accommoda- 
tion of our friends. And if they were not true to their word, 
the loss would fall undeservedly on us. 

Having received very few discontinuances, we shall, ac- 
cording to notice given in No. 7, continue to supply the Ad- 
vocate for the ensuing year. 

Payments for Vol. Il. are respectfully solicited on the re- 
ceipt of the 1st number. 

Epiror. 





ERRATA. 


Nothing is so calculated to ruffle the equanimity of a 
writer as the egregious errors sometimes perpetrated by ty- 
pographers, even after the careful correction of the proof 
sheet. The following mistakes met our eye when it was 
too late to make emendations; our readers will be so good 
as to correct them from the subsequent table: 

Page 219, line 2d from the bottom, for “rural princes,” 
read rival princes. 

Page 235, line 4th of Psalm v. 3, for “the wings of the wind,” 
read th’ wings of th’ wind. 

Page 235, line 3d of Psalm v. 3, place the dagger mark 
after “‘seen” instead of “ fly.” 

Page 235, line 7th of the Note, for Joel ii. 11, read Joel iui. 


16. 
Page 237, line 23d from the bottom, for “high star,” read 
high altar. 





NOTICE. 
_ The brethren intend to hold a meeting for three days at 
Painesville, Amelia, Va., beginning on the Thursday before 
the second Lord’s Day in May. L will endeavor to comply 
with the request of the present. 
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SYNOPSIS OF THE APOSTACY 
BY WHICH IS LINEALLY DEDUCED THE DESCENT OF ALL THE CHIEF 


MODERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES 
From the Apostles’ Days. 





One grand object of our Divine Lord and Master’s instructions was 
to quality his chosen Apostles to establish and illustrate the reign and 
doctrine of the Kingdom of Heaven. Upwards of three years did he 
spend in this beneficent and gracious work. To the people he spoke 
in parables, because, as yet, it was not their privilege to know the se- 
crets of the reign of heaven, But, to his elect disciples, he made 
them known. Many propiets and righteous men had desired to see 
the things which they saw, and to hear ihe instructions which they 
heard, but had not been permitted. No, they were the favored per- 
sons; how great was that favor! 

[t was upon a certain occasion that he proposed to the Jews this 
parable, saying, “The Kingdom of Heaven may be compared to a field 
in which the proprietor had sown good grain; but WHILE PEOPLE WERE 
ASLecP. his enemy came and sowed darnel among the wheat, and went 
olf. When the blade was up and putting forth the ear, then appeared 
alsothe darnel. And the servants came and said to their master, Sir, 
you sowed good grain in your field; whence, then, has it darnel? 
He answered, An enemy has done this. They said, will you, then, 
that we weed them out? He replied, No; lest in weeding out the dar- 
nel, you tear up also the wheat. Let both grow together until the 
harvests and,in the time of harvest, I will say to the reapers, first 
gather the darnel and make them into bundles for burning; then carry 
the wheat Into my barn.” Matt. xii. 24-30. Thus he spoke to them 
“in parables, uttering things, concerning which allantiquity had been 
sient.” 

From this parable, the following truths may. fairly be deduced: Ist, 
Tial the citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven would, at some period. become 
und fferent to their rights, privileges and immunities. 2ndly. That while 
in this stale of apathy, the Adversary would sex opportunity of sowing 
the seeds of corruptions to the great disadvantage of the wholesome doctrine 
of the Reign, 3dly. That the growth of the too together would be % 
intimate, that the error could not be eradicated al once without extreme 
danger to thetruth- Athly. That the truth with error woul continue, 
until the latler was entirely BUNDLED UP INTO SECTS al the full ageof the 
ruth, when the ANCIENT DOCTRINE OF THE REIGN SHOULD BE RESTORED 
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Sthly. That then, the full geen and matured corruptions should be en. 
tirely destroyed. And 6thly. The lruth made trrumphant. 

This simulitude beautifully and concisely illustraies the fortunes of 
Tue Kincpom, during the Gentile Dispensation or Times; from the 

riod of the first publication of the doctrine of the reign, by the 
Apostles, down to the harvest, or accomplishment of the duration al. 
lotted to the ascendancy of mere human, civi, and ecclesiastical polities, 
I do not intend to go much into the detail of these matters at present, 
My design in this article will be, mainly, to illustrate, at one view, 
certain remarkab'e predict.ons which have been singularly fulfilled in 
past, and present times, [ am anxious to lay the axe to the root of 
that spurious charity which subsists among the brethren; and which 
blights and withers the enterprise of those who, armed with the sword 
of the Spirit, and the «experience of past ages, aspire. in some humb'e 
degree, tv aid in overturning the tyranny of the Manor Six. The 
best way of doing this, | have though‘, is to demonstrate, lineally and 
genealogicaily, the descent of those “Chistian Churches, as they are 
absurdly styled, and tuwards which so much sympathy is developed 
and false charity exercised, —which cheequer the “CAristian H orld” 
in this our day, from their true and rightful parentage Let the reader, 
whether a professed believer or sceptic, carefully examine what fol. 
lows, with minds illuminated by the raysof history and prophecy, and 
let them then confess, as | am sure they will, if there exist a spark of 
honesty, candor, or ingenuousness about them, that lhe bousted ortho- 
doxy of the age is a libel on the truth, a satire on the religivn depicted on 
the puge of the Sacred Volume, Fivally.to those who deny the authen- 
ticity and genuineness of revealed Religion, | would urge this consi- 
deration,-- that ihe corruptions displayed in this Synopsis, are an incone 
teslible proof. or allestation an favor of, the claims of the RELIGION oP 
Jusus, as sel up by the Apoitles, to be authentic. genuine and divine; for 
this simple, but cogent reasun, that they are all a fulfilment of prophecies 
delivered by the /'postles centuries previous lo their accomplishment. This 
proposition stares, triumphantly and undaunted, in the face ot infideli- 
ty, while it strengthens and animates the faith and courage of all true 
believers. 


THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN 


Was first set up on the day of Pentecost, A. D. 33. 4cis ii. For 
about seven years its citizens consisted of Jews and Jewish proselytes 
only About the year of Christ 41, itwas enlarged, and i's rights. 
privileges and immunities rendered accessible to the Nations of the 
Gentile world. 4cis x. This Monarchical Institution is known in ils 
Book or Laws anp Orpinances, called the New ‘Testament by dil: 
ferent titles, to wit: the ConereGcation or Cuurcn or Cunist, the 
Lamo's Wire, his Brine, the Bopy of Curist. Mount S10n, the Hea- 
VENLY JERUSALEM. &@ TRMPLE, a VINEYARD, a FicLp. a Syeerroip,a 
Barn &c. Its ulterior developement is termed the Kingpom of Curist 
and of Gop, or simp!y the Kincpom cf Gop. Its citizens are sty!ed dis- 
ciples, members, children, friends of the Bridegroom, priests, royal priesis, 
oe nation, a chosem generation, a peculiar people, kings and priesis 
wolo God. sons of light, cohetrs with Chrisi, sarnis, branches bearing 
fruit. wheal, sheep, the flock of God, Goo’s ueritice, &c. Jesus of 
Nazareth is its prophet, priest. king and judge, whose judicial autho- 
rity will be consummated on friends and foes, citizens or aliens. He 
constituted 13 chief Ambassadors, whom he commissioned to bear bis 
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commands to all the nations of the known world. Within 30 years 
after his departure, these Noble Emissaries of the Truth, proclaimed 
his claims to universal obedience "‘to every crealure which is under hea- 
ven,” (Col, i. 23.) within the bounds or under the jurisdiction of the 
Roman Government. By this time, a great multitude had become 
obedient; and soon a great and terrible war broke out, attended with 
slaughter of myriads of the faithful citizens and soldiers of the King- 
dom In this war may be reckoned TEN campaigns or PERSECUTIONSs 
which ended in the subjugation of PaGinism -when Satan fell like 
lightning from (the politica!) heaven. bloodshed was al. on the side 
of Paganism; the citizens of the Kingdom conqucred by maintaining 
the testimony of Jesus,and sealing it with their blood. The horrors of 
this contest terrified many, who sought, therefore, to introduce man- 
nors, laws, ordinances and customs obnoxious to the king, because sub- 
yersive of his authority; that they might become more popuLar, and 
so conciliate the prejudices of their opponents. This was cuarity!-— 
and thus, from the “charity” and cowardice of false teachers, the 
christians, whose minds were poisoned by the perverse things they 
taught, becarne indilferent to the truth, and because of the iniquity 
which had crept in and abounded, the love of many waxed cold, and 
they FELL ASLEEP. 

Thus was darnel sown among the wheat of tHe Firitp_ The vain 
and deceitful philosophy of the heathen was mixed up with the pure 
doctrine of the Reign. The darnel, or corrunt principles of the Ad- 
versary, was sown by his servants in the minds of the subjects of Je- 
sus. This darnel was the “perverse things” taught by the “greevous 
wolves” or evilly disposed among them, whese design was to draw 
away the disciples after them. Acis xx 29,30. Some of these per- 
verse things were as follow, to which there are many correspondences 
in these times, which we shall hint at as we proceed. - ‘Joclrines 
concerning demons’ | Tim. iv. |. or departed spirits, saints and angels; 
“furbidding to marry, and commanding to abslain from meats”— v. 3; 
‘profane and old wives frbles”—or legendary tales of visions, dreams, 
experiences, death bed scenes. &c.,; bodily exercise”-- v &: as penance, 
clapping of hands, beating of breasts. agonizings. shoutings, anxious 
bench exercise, We; “making gain of Godiiness” - ch, vi. 510; or 
preaching for hire: all which is remarkably exemplified in the Papal 
and Protestant faiths, and especia!ly in the practices of the clergy;-= 
“profane vain babblings”--v. 20; such as text-weaving, pulpit siory- 
telling, dolorous tales, constituting what the moderns call the “preached 
word; “denying the resurrection” of the body—2 Tim ii 18; as the 
Shakers. Quakers, Swcder borgians, and other spiritualizers do; “have 
ing the form of Godliness, bu’ denying the power”--ch. iii. v. 5; impas 
tient of “wholesome doctrine; having itching ears, heaping up to thems 
selves leachers according to their lusis, and turning away their ears from 
the truth to fables--ch. iv. v. 3: as modern protessors, like their tore» 
fathers for ages had done, do now-"*delighting in humility’ (mock 
devotion, bowing their knees, but not theit-hearts) “and the worship 
of angels” (or messengers) Coloss, ii. 18; as image, angel; false-angel, 
or clergy-worship of every kind; observing * meats, drinks, festivals, 
new Moons and Sabbaths”---v. 16; fasts and thanksgiving days, &c.; 
pretending “wisdom in will-worship and humility. nol sparing the body;” 
v. 23; instituting ceremonies, forms, modes of worship, and other 
things, not recognized in the Scriptures of Truth, nor sanctioned either 
by the example or precept of the Apostles, in relation to order, feith, 
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or doctrine. Some of these perversities we learn from Tertullian, jn 
the beginning of the third century, who mentions them dissuasively, 
consisted in “infant baptism,”* or the immeision of little children, 
(minors or young persons were called infants in law;) consecrating the 
baptismal water, the use of sponsors, the imposition of hands at bep. 
tistn, material unction at confirmation, prayers and oblations for thé 
dead, original sin imputed, &c. These were all mentioned for the 
first time by Tertullian. 

These were the elements of that Apostacy, called by the Apost!e 
Paul, the Mystery of In1quity, which he telis ns was secrelly al work 
evenin his day. ‘This, as may have been already perceived, was the 
embryo of the Man of Sin. the Son of Perpirion, the Law ess One. — 
2 Thess. ii. His full developement, when Paul wrote his letter to the 
Disciples at Thessalonica, was prevented by the then ex sting Impe- 
rial Pagan Constitution of the Roman Empire. The Church of 
Christ or the “Woman” was pregnart with this fetal monsier for 
nine months (the usual period of natural gestation) of years. or 2s\) 
years.t At the end of this period “She cried out in travail.in pengs 

* Infant baptism, as it is called, is certainly the “MARK OF THE BEAST,” 
The baptism of infants.” says Curce!!w#us. “in the two first centuries, 
after Christ, was altogether unknown; butin the third and fourth was 
allowed by some few. In the fifth and following ages, ii was gene- 
rally received. The custom of immersing infant. did not begin before 
the third age after Jesus was born. In the former age no trace of it 
appears, and it was introduced without the command of Christ” In 
Paid. Exam. vol. ii,p 76. The passage containing the FIRST MENTION 
of infant immersion, is the following from Tertullian, De baptismo, 
c. 18, A. D. 204. “The delay of baptism may be mere advantageous, 
either on account of the condition, disposition, or age of any person, 
especially in reference to little children. For what necessity is there 
that the sponsors be brought into danger? Because eitiier they them- 
selves may fail of their promises by death, or be deceived by the growth 
of evil dispositions. Whe Lord indeed says, //o not forbid them lo come 
tome. Let them therefore come when they are grown up; when they 
can understand; when they are taught to what they are to come, Let 
them become christians. when they can know Christ. Why should 
this innocent age hasten FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS, (quid festinat 
innocens @tas AD REMISSIONEM PECCATORUM)—=? Men act more cau- 
tiously in worldly things; sv that divine things are here intrusted with 
whom earthly things are not Let them know how to seck salvation, 
that you may appear to give to one that asketh.” “Weare able to 
make it appear,” says Bossuet, a French Catholic divine, **by the acts 
of Councils, and by the ancient Rituals (Books of Rites and ( cre- 
monies) that for 1300 years, baptism was thus, by immersion, admi- 
nistered throughout the whole (Catholic) church, as far as was pos- 
sible.” “All christians,” says Dr. Wall, an infant sprinkler, ‘in the 
world, who never owned the Popes usurped power. do, and ever did, 
dip, in the ordinary use.” We hesitate not to say, therefore, that it 
ig the mark of the Beast; a1.d that all those sects that practice it are 
the Harlot Daughters of the Whore of Babylon. FE prror. 

t Since writing, the above, [ have fallen upon a quotation, trom 
Mr. Whiston, who observes “as the time of gestation from the con- 
ception to the birth in women with child, is known to be 40 weeks, 
or 280 days; so it is as well known, that from the first rise of our 
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to be delivered. And she brought forth a Mascu.ine Son (son of the 
Church is the appeilation, commonly given by the Popes to those 
Kings and Emperors in communion with the Roman Church; hence 
the Kings of France are called the Eldest Sons of the Church)—who 
was to rule all (the) nations (of the Roman World) with a rod of tron.— 
Rey. xii. 5. ‘This personage made his appearance in the Emperor 
Constantine. This was the first earthly potentate, who united ir his 
own person the Christian and Imperial authority. He conferred upon 
himself the title of Bishop. (Euseb: Vit. Constant. lib. iv. c. 24.) Con- 
stantine was an unbaptized bishop: refusing to submit to the ordinance 
till the approach of death, that the sins of his whole life past might be 
washed away. A fair commenton the Religion of the times. Jesus 
told Pilate that his kingdom wus not of this wortd; but Constantine, 
under the influence of the Christianity he had been taught, was deter- 
mined tu make it one of the Kingdoms of the World; and in so doin 
he usurped the authority of God, and ascended ,,even fo his throne” — 
v.5,2 Thess. ii. iii.iv. This was a terrible and remarkable era in the 
history of the “woinan;” and, therefore, well might it be made a sub- 
ject of prophecy in the Apocalypse of St. John. Diocietian, Galerius, 
and Maximin inflicted the tenth and last persecution on the Church, 
which was extinguished by the intervention of Constantine in A. D. 
313, when by a series of victorious combats he subdued his rivals, and 
became sole Emperor of the West. Soon after Constantine acceded 
to the Purple by acclamation of the British Army six emperors divided 
the Roman World between them. He was the object of hatred, 
distrust, and jealousy to them all, and many were their plots and 
conspiracies for his destruction. Thus was fulfilled the saying of the 
Apostle—that “the Dragon stood before the woman, who was about 
to bring forth, that when she was delivered. he might devour her 
child”’—v. 4. This union of Church and State, in the person of 
the Roman Emperors, and subordinate mugistrates, proved fatal to 
the pure faith and primitive order of the Christan Church Abuses 
and licentiousness of every kind disgraced the Christian name. Con- 
tending earnestly for the fai/h was transmuted into jarring and bloody 
strife for matters of mere opinion. Doctrines of demons through the 
hypocrisy of tiars, superseded the wholesome doctrine of the Reign. 
Tie face of the world was changed. A spurious Christianity had 
gained the ascendant, while pure and undefiled religion lurked in 
obscurity among the meaner sort. And thus “/ihe woman” or Church 
of Christ, which has no affection for Kings, Emperors, or Grans 
dees—the bloodthirsty tyrants, and destroyers of mankind,— ‘fled 
into the wilderness, where she had a place prepared by God, that 
she might there be nourished 126) days’? or years, We shall leave her 
there for the present. Suffice it to say that having thus happily made 
her escape as “ou eagles’ wings” she left behind her a gorgeous, and 
splendid establishment, to wit: 
THE KINGDOM OF ANTICHRIST. 
Tho sceptre of this personage extends over all those countries 


Saviour’s kingdom at his resurrection and ascension, A 1). 33. tll the 
famous proclamation and edict, for universal liberty and advancement 
of Christianity by Constantine and Licinius, A, D. 313, which put an 
end to the pangs of birth in the heaviest persecution that ever was then 
known, was exactly 280 years, reckoning according to the prophetica] 
account a day for a year.’ Essay on the Rev. Part 3 ,Vision 3. 
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comprehended within the bounds of Christendom, or more properly 
speaking Antichristendom. Ancient!y his authority was more abso. 
lute and his dominion more extensive than now. Arabia, Egypt 
Palestine, Syria, Persia, Asia Minor, part of Africa, and the East 
Indies, as well as ail the Turkish dominions submitted to his sway. 
But in the 7th century a power arose in the east that wrested q|| 
these countiies from him, and having confined him to the limits of 
the Western World, established the Kingcpom or Monammen in his 
stead. In 1492, Christopher Columbus led the way to the New 
World, which His Antichristian Majesty as “Sovereign of the whol: 
world” claimed as his own. And time has proved that He has made 
ood his claim to the two Ainericas. In the Mohammedan countries 
Ris subjects are merely tolerated by the proud and contemptuous 
Turk; who besieged and took Constantinople in the middie of the 
13th century. 

For upward: of two centuries or more after A. D. 315 the Anti- 
christian Empire was convulsed by the absurd opinions of two ambi. 
tious ecclesiastics, Athanasius and Arius; giving rise to heresies, 
which even now divide the Antichristian world. Tired of this. their 
divinities. the priests, began to take fire about “the procession of the 
Holy Ghost” The Pope excommunicated the Patriarch, and the 
Patriarch the Pope, each denying the validity of the ordination of the 
other. Here arose a critical state of things, to wit, through whom 
did the Holy Ghost proceed, in episcopal ordination, through the 
Patriarch or the | ope?! If through the Patriarch. then all who were 
ordained by the Pope had not received the Holy Ghost; and if through 
the Pope then all must come to him, and acknowledge him as “Uni- 
versal Bishop,” God’s Vicegerent, Christ’s Vicar on earth, the true 
successor of St Peter. through whom alone, and those on whom he 
should confer the power by the imposition of his “holy hands,” the 
Holy Ghost could be transmitted! But are the Pope and Patriarch, 
the only ambitious priests who arrogate to themselves the transmissi 
bility of the Holy Ghost through their precious se!ves? Oh! no; every 
little priest of the Protestant sects pretends to the same. ‘They papis- 
tically imagine that they have received a something which we lay- 
men as they style us, have not; constituting them * ambassadors of 
Christ” —*ministers of God”—*stewards of the mysteries’ —“reve- 
rend divines’’—-‘tsuccessors of the Apostles”’—“tGod’s heritage, or 
clergyinen,;’’--and empowering them alone to “administer ordinances.” 
These are characteristics of the clergy of “every name and denomi 
nation “of Antichristians; and in addition to the sign given, sure and 
infallible marks of the servants of Antichrist. 

Jt remained for Michael Cerularins. Yatriarch of Constantinople, 
and Leo IX., the Roman Pontiff, in the middie of the lIth century, 
to split into two great factions the Anticnristian Kingdom. The 
Pope, by his Legates, excommunicated the Patriarch in the very 
church of Santa Sophia (now a Mohammedan Mosque); from this 
time the mutual hatred between the Greeks and Latins became insu- 
perable, so that they have ever since constituted two separate com- 
munions, under the names of the Eastern, or Greek Church and the 
Western, or Roman Church. We shall notice them in order. 


I. THE EASTERN OR GREEK CHURCH. 


This church comprehends within its bosom a considerable part o! 
Greece, the Grecian Isles, Wallachia, Mo!davia, Egypt, Abyssinia, 
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Nubia, Lybia, Arabia, Mesopotamia, Syria, Cilicia, and Palestine. 
These are all under the jurisdiction of the patriarchs of Constaninople, 
Alexandria, Antioch,and Jerusalem. To these may be added the 
whole of the Russian Empire in Europe, great part of Siberia in 
Asia, Astracan, Casan, and Georgia. The Pope has no jurisdiction 
in these countries, which sufficiently refutes the claim of the Roman 
Church to catholictity or universality. The pretension is absurd. 
This Church denies that the Church of Rome is the true Catholic 
Church. 1t does not baptize its infants till they are 3, 4, 5, 6. 10, nay, 
sometimes 18 years of age; baptism is performed by trine immersion, 
It gives the Lord’- Supper in both kinds to its members. Lays no 
claim to infallibility. Denies purgatory: but prays God to have 
mercy on the dead at the day of judgment. It invokes saints as 
intercessors with God. It paysno religious homage to the eucharist, 
It believes in predestination. It believes in consubstantiation The 
head of this Church is the Patriarch of Constantinople, chosen by 
archbishops and metropolitans, and confirmed by the Sultan or Grand 
Vizier, both Mohammedans!! The Russians are independent on the 
patriarchate of Constantinople. The Czar, from his religious con- 
nexion with the Greeks, has no doubt considerable influence in the 
Turkish dominions. He is, | think, the Rossi prince of Meshech, and 
Tubal, of Ezekiel, who has yet a considerable part to play in the 
affairs of the East, which will however end in his signa! discomfiture. 


Il. THE WESTERN OR ROMAN CHURCH 
Styled in the Apocalypse 


“MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS, 
AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” 


To understand the Apocalyptic Vision of the Roman Church, it 
must be remembered that it Gerived all its authority, in the /irst 
instance, from t e Byzantine, or Roman Emperors, in whom was 
vested the absolute dominion of the Roman world;— second/y, it was 
afterwards confirmed and sustained in its tyrannical ambition by the 
TEN European Kinopoms, which, in the 5th and 6th centuries, arose 
out of the commotions, which then convulsed and broke to pieces the 
political heavens and earth of the Western World;—and ¢hird/y, that 
thus constifuted, consensu omnium, by the consent of all, the parties 
to this ALLIANCE oF CnurRCH AND STATE, set up an “IMAGE” or 
representative of the Imperial Power which preceded it; and they 
conferred authority upon it, and put to death as many as would not 
acknowledge or obey him. Rev. xiii. In the Scripture of Truth, 
thus quoted, we have all this symbolically exhibited An Ecciestas- 
Tico—TEmMpoRAL TYRANNY consisting of an intimate combination of 
the Pork, the CLieray, and the Kincs:—being a grand conspiracy 
against the rights and liberties of mankind As the Pope and Clergy 
gained the ascendancy over the Secular or Kingly authority, which 
became a fearful instrument of vengeance in their hand for the subju- 
gation and extermination of “heretics;” it may with greater propriety, 
be introduced to the notice of our readers, as 


THE KINGDOM OF THE CLERGY. 


The head of this dominion is “His Hoxiness the Pork.” The 
Crown or Tiara is elective; and thotigh the Monarch is called his 
holiness, he is the most adulterous hypocrite and blasphemer among 
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men. A wild beast is not more savage than this Lamb-speaking, but 
bloodthirsty monster. The prophet Daniel describes him as a Horn 
having eyes, an episcopal power, like the eyes of a man, and a mouth 
thal spake very great things, whose look was more siout than his fels 
lows. And he tells us that this Horn made war with the saints (or 
woman in the wilderness) and prevailed against them, this same pros 
phet predicted that he would speak great words against the Most High, 
and wear oul the saints of the Most High, and think to change limes 
and laws; and he continues that the saints would be given inio his 

ower, till a time, times, and the dividing of time or 1260 years. Dan. 
vii. 8, 20, 21,25. All which the concurrent testimony of ancient and 
modern history assures us has been literally accomplished by means 
of the tyranny we are contemplating. Another proof of the authen- 
ticity of the Scriptures; for Daniel prophecied 1000 years before the 
events took place. In this Horn, or Image of the Beast, the Man of 
Sin, the Son of PeErpition, the LawLEss Ons, or as Justin Martyr, 
who lived before the middle of the 2d century, calls him—the Man of 
Blasphemy —was fully revealed. His manitesvation began in Con- 
stantine, and by “the processiun” of the spirit, or Mystery of Iniqui- 
ty, through his successors was at last consummated in the Popes:— 
through whom the same spirit has been transmitted to all the religious 
factions that now prostrate and desolate society. It has flowed like 
a mighty torrent, from the Apostles’ days, through the “Clergy” and 
“Fathers” of the first ages, through Constantine, and his successors, 
their prelates and disciples,—through the Popes, Cardinals, Arch- 
bishops, Bishops, Priests and Deacons,—and through all the Hierar- 
chies, and Sects, which revolted against their Master, the Pope, even 
to the most insignificant of our age; all having impressed upon them 
the mark of the Beast in th:ir foreheads or in their hands.” ‘Vhe Pope, 
is called the Son of PERprivion, because Iris dominion will be taken 
away and destroyed. Tertullian, who lived at the end of the 2d 
century, expounding these words, “only he who now hinders wi/l pre- 
vent, until he be taken out of the way,” says “Who can this be but the 
Roman Slate. the division of which into ten kingdoms wall bring on 
Antichrist (this word may signify both the enemy of Christ and tie 
vicar of Chrisl: and no one 1s more the enemy of Christ than he who 
arrogates his naine and power, as no one more directly opposes a king 
than he who assumes his title and authority. Anti signifies pro, vice, 
loco as well as cunira. e regione, ex adverso; and antibasileus is prorex 
or viceroy, anthupalos proconsu!, the criticism therefore is fully sus- 
tained)—‘“and then the WickEeEp ONE shall be revealed. And in his 
Defence he assigns it as a particalar reason why the Christians prayed 
for the Roman Empire, because they knew that the greatest ca‘amity 
hanging over the world was retarded by the continuance of it.”” Let my 
sceptical readers examine Dan. vii. 2 Thess. ii. Rev. xii. 13. The durs- 
tion of this ecciesiastical tyranny is not to continue longer than 12(0 
years from its rise. It willbe overthrown, therefore, about the year | $47. 
The destruction of the Popedom or dominion of the Clergy, was not 
to be destroyed instantaneously, but progressively. Not by any one sud- 
den convulsion but by the spirit oF nis MouTH was the Lord Jesus to 
consume him; and by the pricut siiNING OF HIS COMING is the Lord 
utterly to destroy him. Atthe bright shining of the rising sun the 
darkness flees away; so by the near approach of the Sun of Kighte- 
ousness shall this Mystery of Iniquity be destroyed, whose coming 
was according to the energy of Satan, with all the power, and signs and 
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wonders of falsehood. 2 Thess, ii. 9. The woman who fled into the 


wilderness (Rev. xii,) the true witness for Jesus, who maintained his 
testimony, Which is the spirit of prophecy;—yes, the irue Church of 
Christ, “the pillar and support of the truth,’’ was to maintain the testi- 
mony of the Aposties and Prophets—the Two wiTNESSES—THE TWO 
OLIVE TREES, and the Two Lamps, blazing and shining in the gioom 
of the dark ages,—sHE was to “prophecy,” (exhort, dehort, edify, and 
console) for 42 months or 1260 days (a day for a year) clothed mm sack- 
cloth, the symbol of anguish and distress. ‘These witnesses s/and before 
the Lord of the whole earth. “And when they shall be about finishing 
(hotan telesvosi) their testimony,” the Kingdom of the Clergy was to 
open @ war against them of the most wild, savage, and bloody cha- 
racter. Their testimony was to finish in the year 1573-6; and as history 
informs us the war against them broke out on the memorab.e eve of 
St. Bartholomew's Day, 1572, which lasted seven days, and in which 
near 50,000 were murdered in the streets of Paris, and 25,000 in the 
provinces of France. ‘lhis war lasted 113 years, when the witnesses 
were “conquered and slain.” in 1655, and 1656, the Waldenses suf- 
fered tremendous persecution. In the south of France alone 1,000,000 
were putto death. In Ireland, on Oct. 23, 1641, 50,000 were murdered 
ina few days. Within the same period, 100,000 were put to death by 
the hand of the executioner, in Helland; this was one cause of the 
United Provinces throwing off the Spanish yoke. In Oct. 18, 1685, 
100,000 victims were sacrificed on the clerical altars, and 500,000 
driven into exile. This date cioses the war of 113 years. ‘The number 
above cited amounts to 1,325,090, which falls far short of the sum 
total. ‘And they who dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, 
and be glad; and shall send gifts to each other.” Reader! observe 
the fulfilment of John’s prediction. ‘When the letters of the Pope’s 
Legate were read in the assembly of the Cardinals, by which he assured 
the Pops that all was transacted by the express will and command of 
the King, it was immediately decreed that the Pope should march with 
his Cardinals to the Church of St. Mark, and in the most solemn 
manner give thanks to God for so great a blessing conferred on the 
See of Kome and the Christian world; and that, on the Monday after, 
solemn mass should be celebrated in the Church of Minerva, at which, 
the Pope, Gregory XIII., and Cardinals were present; and that a 
jubilee should be published throughout the whole Christian world, 
and the cause of it declared to be, to return thanks to God for the 
extirpation of the enemies of the Truth and Church in France. In 
the evening the cannon of St. Angelo were fired to testify the public 
joy; the whole city illuminated with bonfires; and no one sign of 
rejoicing omitted that was usually made for the greatest victories 
obtained in favor of the Roman Church.” 

The truths which these witnesses maintained against Papal corrup~ 
tions. were prostrated in all the Papal Kingdoms, or provinces of the 
Kingdom of the Clergy. In France, in all the territories of the house 
of Savoy; in Bohemia, Moravia, Hungary, and all the other dominions 
of the bloody house of Austria, and in the other Papal states where 
they most abounded, they were either murdered, banished, or silenced, 
so that they have scarcely been heard of since. But, mark! the retri- 
butive vengeance of tne Lord God Almighty. After a lapse of three 
prophetic periods and a half (105 years) their enemics, who thought 

em perished forever, were areal with terror at the sight of their 
resurrection. This resurrection of the witnessos, or as it is expressed, 
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their ascension to heaven in a cloud, in the sight of their enemies--took 
place about the year 1790; when the Constituent Assembly of France 
solemnly recognized the righis of men, and proclaimed liberty of con- 
science, and of religous opinion, to all the French nation. ‘This is 
called the breath of life from God entering into them, when they were 
again free to renew their prophesying. ‘I'his was the greal voice says 
ing unio them, Come up hither. And immediately, am that same hour, 
the French monarchy -the lenth part of the cily of Mystic Babylon fel! 
by a great and terrible political convulsion, which destroved 7UUU titles 
of men, belonging to the Kingdom of the Clergy. Among these titles 
may be enuinerated the names of Right Reverend Fathers in God, 
Most Reverend Bishops, Most Reverend Mothers, or Lady Abbesses, 
Prioresses, &c., Metropolitans, Rectors, Vicars, Canons, Curates, Arch 
Deacons, Deans, and Reverend Doctors, Carmelites, Augustines, |)o- 
minicans, Jacobines, Franciscans, Capuchins, Jesuites, Minimes, Jan- 
senists, Dukes, Earls, Marquises, Counts, Barons, Baronets, Knights, 
Bannerets, Kings, Queens, Piinces, and, Princesses, besides an infinite 
company of others. whose numbers it is not easy to define. Ail these 
were swept awav and banished from the Realm of France. The perse- 
cutors became the persecuted, and reduced toa vagrant lifein remote 
and foreiga lands. The calamities of France during the Reien of Ters 
ROR, are well known. Nor did other countries escape the wrath of God; 
for, by the hand of Napoveon, his destroying angel, he poured out the 
vial of his wrath upon the Sun, or governments of the earth. Rev, 
xvi.8 And by the same messenger, he wreaked his vengeance on 
the throne of the Beast -Rome--and his Kingdum- Italy was darkened, 
and they gnawed their tongues for anguwh, and reviled the (od of hea- 
ven. for their pains and their ulcers, and reformed not from their works ~- 
v.10, 11. Those wh» are acquainted with the history of Eur.pe for 
the last 45 years, will know how to appreciate these hiets. My design 
does not require that I should enlarge further on these interesting 
matters at present; all I request is, that my readers will peruse what 
I have advanced, with the Apocalypse in their hands, reading diligently 
the Lith, 12th, 13th and 16th chapters. 

We have arrived now at that period in the history of the Kingdom 
of the Clergy, in which the French nation abolished their authority in 
France. ‘he Catholic Clergy are reduced to a level with their breth- 
ren, and their tyrannical and absurd superstition rejected as the reli- 
gion of the state. We await another explosion in Europe, which wii 
make the ears of them that hear tingle at the report. Wo! to the 
Clergy; a third and tremendous wo awaits them! The second wo is 
past, but the third wo comes quickly. 

From what has been advanced, the following would seem to be the 
dates ag the fulfilment uf the Apocalyptic predictions, tabularly ar- 
ranged. 


A. D 

Foundation of the Kingdom of Heaven, 33 

The Woman brings forth her Masculine Son, 313 

And escapes into the Wilderness, between that period and 316 
Having testified in sackcloth for 1260 years, as the two witness. 

es, she finishes her testimony in the Papal states, 1573-6 
The Kingdom of ,the Clergy make war upon her on the eve of 

St Bartholomew's, 1572 


The war or period of persecution, lasts one hundred and thir. 
teen years, and terminates after the massacre ensuing the 
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A. D. 
revocation of the Edict of Nantz, October 18th, with the death 


of the witnesses, 1685 
They lie unburied for three days and a half in the streets of the 
city. A day for a Lunar month of years. A Lunar month 


days days days 
is 30% 3= 90 415 — 1lUS or years. 105 >4 1685 gives the | 
era of their resurrection co-eval with the French Revolution, 1790 : 
Kingdom of the Clergy organized of Pope, Priests and Kings, 
having one purpose, 587 ; 


This litle Horn or Kingdom to continue 1260 years, which, 
added to 587, gives for its final overthrow the year,or a very | 
few years alter, 1847 : 
Two periods have to be considered: First, when the consumption of 

this Kingdom began; and secondly, when if is to be ullerly destroye. 

The former is a matter of History, the latter of Prophecy. With facts, j 

therefure, at present, or with things accomplished, we have to do, : 

The power of a Kingdom may be consumed by internal dissension 

and external aggression. Truth is more powerful than error, and a 

Kingdom divided against itself must be subverted. With the aggres- 

sive influence of the truth, we meddle not just now. That will be 

investigated hereafter. It is to the dissensions we direct attention. 

They are of two kinds; first, nalzonal rebellions against the Pope's aus 

thority; and secondly, disputes and quarrels among the Clergy themselves. 

The revolt of nations, however, against the authority of the Roman 

See, being consequent on their clerical disputes, we shall chronologize 

them as we proceed, under their respective and appropriate heads, 

premising always, that wherever a clerical faction has gained the as- 
cendant, by their partizans having recourse to arms, neither it, nor the 

' minor factions. which shall be found to have subsequently split off, can 

# in any wise claim apostolicity, or lay any pretensions to the character 

or constitution of churches of Christ. His church is not stained with 

the blood of its opponents, neither was it founded or upheld by the 
nower of the sword. On the contrary, the churches of England, Ire- 
land, Scotland, Switzeriand, Holland, and of Luther, are all baptized 
in blood by their adherents. And be it remembered, that so long as 

' the Two true Witnesses against Papal corruption cherished the spirit 

|. of non-res'stance, they maintained their ground in. the presence of 

_ their enemies, but as soon as they drew the sword in their own defence, 

their adversaries overcame and slew them. 

About the beginning of the i6th century, the Roman Pontiffs reigned 
in the utmost tranquility, having triumphed, as we have seen, over 
the enemies of Romanism, Complaints, however, reached him, from 
' powerful princes and sovereign states, against nis own despotism, and 
_ the unbridled licentiousness and enormous and unparalleled crimes of 
_ _ hisadnerents, the clergy and monks of “every name and denomination.” 

These remonstrants demanded publicly, as their sncestors had done 
before them, a reformation of the Cuurcn or Rome, in all its several 
departments. In short, the epoch was at hand, when God was about 
to put it in their hearts, by the means antecedently and subsequently 
deve!oped, to pEain to hale the harlot and make her desolate and naked; 
and to eat her flesh. and burn her with fire. Rev. xvii 16. The means 
which effected this great and much desired POLITICO RELIGIOUS REVO- 

LUTION, were the invention of printing, A. D. 1430, the revival of 

learning, the progress of scientific discovery, the sudden rice of 
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men of genius, and the undaunted and praiseworthy daring of an 
obscure Augustinian Eremite, named Martin Lutner; who offered 
himself to public view in the year 1517. as a protester against the sale 
of Papal indulgences This extraordinary man, was a native of 
Eiselben in Saxony; and at this time, professor of the scholastic the. 
ology of the age, which was a mere jumble of absurd superstition, 
in a University at Wittenberg. The Pontifex Maximus of the Ro. 
man world, at that time, was the learned, effeminate and luxurioys 
Leo X, Luther was an independent thinker, but a disciple of St, 
Augustine, though more partial to the decisions of Scripture, and the 
dictates of reason, than to the authority and opinions of fallible men, 
The events of his life were not originally premeditated; but circum 
stances, by their successive developements, led him on in the perpe- 
tration of his inemorable, high handed rebellion. Some of the political 
leaders of the German Confederacy saw in him a fit instrument to aid 
them in throwing off the Roman yoke. The Elector of Saxony and 
others, patronized the Augustin friar, and under pretence of 0 zeal for 
religion, made war upon the Emperor and Pope. The war of Smal. 
cald was the consequence, A. D. 1546. Before the first shot was fired, 
Luther died in peace at his native place, and thus escaped the calami- 
ties that threatened hiscountry. The deplorable scenes ot bloodshed, 
desolation and discord which ensued, continued tll 1555, when a ‘ re- 
ligious peace” was consented to, by the articles of which 


THE GERMAN BRANCH OF THE APOSTACY, 
OR, THE LUTHERAN CHURCH, 


was established by /aw upon an equal basis with that of its Mother; the 
Church of Rome. After various debates, the following memorable 
acts were passed, on the 25th of Sept. that the Protestants should be 
for the future entirely exempt from the jurisdiction of the Roman 
Pontiff, and from the authority and superintendance of the Bishops; 
that they should have perfect liberty to enact laws for themselve:, 
relating to their religious sentiments, discipline, and worship; that all 
German subjects should judge for themselves in religious matters, and 
join what church they please; and, that all who should injure or per- 
secute any person under religious pretexts should be proceeded against 
as public enemies of the empire, invaders cf its liberty, and disturbers 
of its peace. ‘The foundation of this church is laid in the Confession 
of Augsburg, which was read before the Diet of the German empire, 
assembled in that city June 20, 1530, by Christian Bayer, Charcellor 
of Saxony. It differs least of all the national churches from the Mother 
in point of doctrine. Lutheranism, however, has undergone some 
alterations since the days of Martin. He rejected the epistle of St. 
James as inconsistent with the doctrine of St. Paul in relation to jus 
tification, that is, in his epinion. Why he did not reject Paul as in- 
consisient with James, is apparent from his maintaining the doctrine 
of St. Augustine and the Greek Church on predestination in which he 
believed. He also set aside the Apocalypse; because it is probable, 
he could not understand it. Dr. Martin and Dr. Sleigh perfectly 
coincide on the subject of justification, which Luther asserts is solely 
by the imputation ofthe marits and satisfaction of Christ. Justification 
by faith a/one, which all *torthodox” religionis(s plead for now; no won- 
dar they and their friend Luther dislike St. James’ epistle. In common 
with the Greek Church, the Lutherans believe in Consubsiantiation 
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affirming that the body and blood of Christ are materially present ia 
the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, though in an incomprehensible 
manner. They approve of images in churches, distinguishing vest- 
ments of the clergy, the private confession of sins, the use of wafers 
jn the eucharist, the form of exorcisin in baptism, as tvierable, and 
some useful. he superior power is vested in a consistory, over which 
there is a president, with a distinclion of rank and privileges, and a sub- 
ordination of inferior clergy to their superiors, different from the parity 
of Presbyterianism, Pertectly papistical! Such is the Politico-Kccle- 
siastical organization of this revoited province of the Pope’s Spiritual 
Kingdom, 

But the dawn of liberty was not confined to Germany alone, other 
nations began to partake of its blessings; for the change of religious 
despotism from a sterner to a mnilder fornn, though the civil authority 
should remain thesame, is certainly a blessine. Soon after Luther’s 
rupture with Rome, Olaus Petri, one of his disciples, introduced his 
opinions into Sweden. Fortunately Petri’s efforts were powerfully 
seconded by Gustavus Vasa Ericson, the King. This renowned hero 
regarded Luther’s doctrines as favorable to the temporai state and 
political constitution of the Swedish Dominions. tie caused Petri’s 
translation of the Bible to be circulated to prepare the way fora 
change of the national Religion. In 1527, the question was debated 
in the Assembly of the States at Westeraar, Romanism or Lutheran- 
ism the Religion of the State?--The Clergy in general and the Lordly 
Bishops in particular vehemently opposed any change, the resolution 
in favor of Lutheranism, however, was passed chiefly by the magna- 
numity and firmness of the King, who declared pubiicly, that he would 
Jay down his Sceptre and retire from his kingcom, rather than rule 
a people enslaved to the orders and authority of the Pope, and more 
controlled by the tyranny of their bishops, than the laws of their 
monarch. ‘Thusthe Papai Empire in Sweden was overturned, and 
the King acted thenceforward as head of the 


NATIONAL EPISCOPAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF SWEDEN. 


The contagious principles of liberty soon infected the neighboring 
kingdoms. Christiern Il., whose savage and infernal crue!ty rendered 
his name odious and his memory execrable, was nevertheless desirous 
of delivering his dominions from the yet more execrable and cruel 
tyranny of Rome. For this purpose, in 1520, he sent for Martin Rei. 
nard, one of the disciples of Carlostadt, out of Saxony. In a year 
| -afler he died at Copenhager, and was succeeded by his master, Car- 
_ lostadt himself; who soon returned to Germany. In 1523, Christiern 
was deposed; and his uncle Frederick, Duke of Holstien, placed on 
the Danish Throne. In 1527, he passed an act in favor of liborty; 
permitting his subjects to choose the religion of Luther or the Pope. 
But it was reserved for Christiern III. in 1539, sanctioned by the 
Assembly of the States at Odensee, to estab!ish the former as the 


NATIONAL EPISCOPAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF DENMARK. 


In the establishment of these two churcher, the bishops were deprived 
of their honors, privileges. and possessions, of which, the last were 
acquired by the most perfidious stratagems. They possessed evor- 
mous pussessions in wealth, castles, fortified towns; so that their 
suppression was an affair of great political importance to the kings, 
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nobles,and people. Jn the room of the bishops, Christiern III createg 
an order of men, with the denomination of sup riniendanis, who per- 
formed the spiritual part of the Episcopal oflice without the least 
shadow cof temporal authority. joutheranism, as well as all the other 
religions of Europe, exists im the United Statcs in a denationalized 
form. it was established in this country in 1743, under the name of the 


LUTHERAN EVANGELICAL CHURCH OF THE UNITED STATEs, 
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A nobleman and son of the Lutheran Church of Sweden, emerged 
from the regions of the north, and set up a church of a new descrip. 
tion. His name was Emanvel Swede:borg; a visionary fanatic, yet 
not too visionary our fanatical to gain converts from the worshippers 
of the Beast. His opinions are too absurd, insignificant, and con. 
temptible to mention, further than to shew to what a ciimax of folly 
the human mind wiil aspire. He dates the origin of his church 
from the year 1757; and pretends that his scheme is the commence. 
ment of a new Christian Church, catied in the Apocalypse 


THE NEW JERUSALEM CHURCH. 
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The society is also known by the name Swedenborgian. They are 
organized in this country into a general convention, Consisting of 
pastors, teachers, and lay delegates. They have 29 clergymen. |t 
would be a good thing had the other sects no more. ‘I hey are said 
to use a liturgy, and instrumental as well as vocal music in their 
worship. ‘Their founder died in fellowship with the Lutheran Church, 


ll. THE ENGLISH BRANCH OF THE APOSTACY. 

But to return from these days to which we have descended through 
the J.utheran line of the Apostacy, let us retrace our steps to the er 
: at which the consumption of the Lawless One began It will easily 
’ be perceived, that it was the spirit of his mouth, by which the Lord 
Jesus was consuming him, when it is remembered that these convul: 
sions in the Kingdom of the Clergy were mainly attributable to the 
circulation of the Holy Scriptures in the languages of the cifferent 
nations. ‘Ihe Kible was rendered into the German, Dutch. Swedish, 
Danish, French, and English, besides several others. The people rea 
them with avidity. ‘The light of truth dispelied the darkness of their 
minds to some extent. They saw the gross absurdity of the superstition 
% they had received from their ancestors, and they felt the grinding des 
a potisin of the clerical yoke. But they did not withal discover the in- 
possibility of national being the true religion of Jesus. ‘flicir crafly 
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bi : oppressors had the sagacity to discern the invincible character of the 

Fi new opinions, when opposed by the ancient superstition; and displayed 
ae profound policy in preserving their dominion to a certain extent. by 
b) falling in with the new measures. For the most part they sided wild 
fy’ royalty. When kings resisted the reforming innovations of the times, 
Pi the clergy seconded their views; when they favored them, the clergy 
by? did the same. Thisclass of men, as a body, have generally proved 
ie recreant to principle, but staunch to the interests of time. » Exception 


have occurred, but these only establish the rule. The history of the 
Apo-tacy in England sufficiently illustrates this position. Wher 
John Wickliffe a use in that country, A. D. 1360, and attacked the 
monks, the Pontifical power, and other ecclesiastical vices and abuses 
he became the object of their inveterate hate, and persecution, av 
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would have assuredly expiated jis “heresy” on their bloody altars, 
But Wickliffe was patronized by John of Gaunt. Duke of Lancaster, 
and other nobiemen, and thus escaped the grasp of their hypocrital 
and execrable tyranny. From this era may be dated the dawn of fe- 
jigious liberty in England. Had Wickliffe been patronized by the king* 
as Luther was by the princes of Germany, we should have heard 
more of the Rector of Lutterworth, than of the Augustin, Friar of 
Eiselven. But the period forthe grand revolt had not yet arrived; 
howbeit, England, Bohemia, Hungary, and other parts of Europe, 
were tilled with the doctrines of Wickliffe before Luther was born. 
Thus was the train laid for that explosion, which afterwards occur- 
red in Eng and, when the pillars of Papal despotisin were shaken to 
their foundition, by an event which did not seem, at first, to promise 
such important results. Henry VIII, a man of the’ most detestable 
character, Was the chief agent in this revolution. This Kinv—the 
uxorious Ilenry—the murderer of his wives, was styled by his “Holy 
Father,” the *J)efender of the Faith,” because t ¢ had maintained the 
doctrines of the “Seven Sacraments” in opposition to Luther. The 
faith he defended was the faith of Romanism, which he afterwards 
labored might and main, to d-stroy in some of its relations; neverthe- 
less his royal successors, who founded the present ‘pure filth. primis 
tive order and Scriptural liturgy” of the Episcopal Church. assumed 
the same ttle, and wearitstu!. Notiong after he had been declared 
champion of the Faith, Henry quarrelled with the Roman Pontiff, 
Clement VIl.. and set up for “Supreme Head of the Chu:ch” in his 
own dominions; and thus, the English nation was transferred from 
the tvranny of the “Jmge of the Beast”’—the Porge—tc that of ong 
of his Ten Horns—thew King. He suppressed the monasteries, and 
applied their revenues to State and other purposes; yet he still consi- 
dered himself as master of the reiigious sentiments of his subjects. 
Hence religion was continually changing during his reign. tle su- 
perstitiously retained the greater part of the Roman Mystery, with 
iis imperious and persecuting spirit; and frequently presented the 
terrors of death to those who differed from him, He caused Bilney, 
Bayman, the famous Tynda!, 14 Anabaptists, and many others, to 
expiate their “heresies” at the burning stake; and even struck with 
terror the conforming priests. Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of Can+ 
terbury, was his favorite, and the great Apostle of his master, after 
the downtall of Cardinal Wolsey What can we think of a clergy- 
man, notwithstand.ng all the eulogies passed upon hin by his admirere 
who could continue the favorite of such a savage monster as Henr 
VII? He was useful in his day in facilitating the growth of the 
Protestant Horn of the “Two Hornep Beast.” which with all its 
“Lam” -like pretensions speaks with the voice of a Dragon, (Rev. xiii. 
11.) A hint to the wise is enough; we shall pursue this idea hereafter. 
Henry. who had retarded rather than promoted the establishment 
of the new opinions in England, died in 1547. Tle was succeeded by 
Edward VI during whose short reign, Protestantisin advanced con- 
siderably. He invited Martin Bucer. and Paul Fagius from the 
continent. Under the influence and instructions of Cranmer, he 
endeavored to purge his country from the vile fictions of popery, and 
to establish what Episcopalians call, the pure doctyines of Christianity, 
in their place. John Calvin also. despairing of the Protestant cause in 
Germany, and assuming the authority of an Apostle, tendered his sere 
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vices to Cranmer, in a letter; suggesting new regulations for the church, 
Cranmer, however, declining, the Genevese reformer, next address: q 
himself to the Protector Somerset, whom he prevailed on to obtain 
for him considerable influence, in the revision of the Liturgy which 
was soon after undertaken. Thus the seeds of Augustinism, revived jp 
Calvinism, for which, says Lord Chatham, ‘‘diabolism would be , 
better name ’"— were introduced into the Nationa! Religion; and after. 
wards. distributed among the leading factions, which split cff trom the 
establishment. {his young king died 1553, before he could accom. 
plish fully his designs. His sister the bigotted and bloodthirsty Mary, 
illegitimatized by her father’s divoree from Catharine of Arragun, 
acceded to the crown. She had now a fair opportunity to wreak her 
vengeance on her mother’s enemies, which she did not fail to improve, 
She burned 277 persons during her reign; and among these the Arch. 
bishop himself. It is usual with Protestant writers to eulogize this 
arch prelate as a martyr for the truth equal to any of the primitive 
age. I look at the whole affair in a very dillerent light. Cranmer, 
it is admitted, possessed some laudable peculiarities; but it must be 
recollected that a man may be a martyr for his opinions without, 
therefore, being a martyr for the truth. The Apostles were martyrs 
for the truth; but the Protestant martyrs were such only for their 
opinions. During the war of Smalcald tens of thousands fell, fighting 
in the cause of Protestantism and human liberty. But shall we say 
that they were martyrs for Jesus? Besides, Cranmer, the martyr of 
English Episcopacy, is less intitled to the compassion bestowed upon 
him than is generally supposed; for, when in power, he followed the 
execrable exampi2 of the Romanists, by committing to the flames, 
against the will of King Ec ward, two supposed heretics, two unfortu- 
nate foreigners, whom, one would have supposed, humanity would 
have spared, and whose destruction nothing could justify. Should 
we not rather say, in justice to the memory of these murdered exiles, 
that retributive justice had overtaken the arch primate at last; than 
to celebrate his praise as a paragon of christian virtue? He had the 
horns of a lamb, but he spoke like a dragon. 

Mary restored her realm to the jurisdiction of the Pope. Her de. 
spotic reign, however. was happily a short one. She died, leaving no 
issue, 1558. Elizabeth succeeded. She broke anew the despotic 
yoke of Papal authority and superstition. ‘7 his “illustrious and picus 
princess” was a perfect virago. Her familiar spirit was the demon of 
persecution, transmitted to her by regal descent. If any one refused 
to worship God according to her appointment, he was cast into pri- 
son, where many exellent men were left to perish. She burned two 
Brownists, and twc Anabaptists: in short, her hands were stained with 
the blood both of Papists ahd Puritans. Such are some of the acts 
of this * Christian” lady, wno consummated and established upon its 
oe basis, the “pure faith, primitive order, and Scriptural luurgy” 
of the 


NATIONAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 


Let my readers take a review of the period we have sketched; 
namely. from Henry’s quarrel with the Pope, down to the reign of 
Elizabeth—and let them candidly and ingenuously confess if the 
Episcopal Church arising out of, and constituted of such elements 88 
therein developed can have any pretensions to the character of 4 
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Church of Christ. It is founded in human gore, watered with it, and 
sustained by it at the present time. Look at Ireland, ‘Ihe tears of 
widows and of orphans; the cries of oppression ascending from the 
woods and forests of America—the whizzing lash and the cracking 
thongs, with which the Baptists were scourged in these colonies—al- 
ery aloud for judgment on this splendid daughter of Babylon. Yes, 
her consumption has long since began, and her utter destruction is at 
the door. ‘Ihe former is cveval with her e tabiishment. For though 
Elizabeth, her foster mothe-, passed laws to compel all men to belong 
to this communion; the spirit of Eagl sh liberty was too elastic to be 
subdued. Aithough great numbers of the clergy still lived who shaped 
their religion to the times, there were others who could not cenceive 
what right the Queen had to set up her opinions as a standard of the 
faith. and practice of her subject. Elizabeth, ever fond of parade, 
preferred a splendid to a simple form of worship, and, therefore, 
retained the gew gaws of the clerical dress, besides other obnoxious 
papal observances. This caused great di-content among great nume« 
bers of her subjects, which was fermented by many of the reformers, 
who now returned from Germany, to which they had fled for safety 
and fur succor during the Marian persecution. Multitudes refused to 
attead at the churches where the popish habits and ceremonies were 
used; the clergy, who conformed, were treated with conten:pt; and 
from the superior purity,and simplicity of the “will-worship” they 
adhered to, they obtained the name of 


PURITANS. 


The Reformers who took refuge in Germany, may be said to have 
originated this schism from the Church of England. ‘Vo show the 
spirit of Lutheranism, it is sufficient 19 observe, that they who were just 
delivered from persecution themselves,expelled the English refugees 
from many of their towns, and denied them hospitality; and for no 
other reason than because they denied the real presence of the body 
and blood of Jesas in the bread and wine. Many. however, found 
an asylum at Frankfort, where they fell oat among themeelves. On 
their return tu England, they imported their disputes with them. and 
finding the people's minds in a prepared siate, they propagated their 
adverse and peculiar theologies with great rapidity and success) The 
more violent among them demanded the denatioralizing of the reli- 
gion of England; but when they became legislators themsc!ves in the 
New Envland colony, they e:ected their own opinions into a system 
lantamount to an establishment. The milder and more moderate 
ainong them desired only libe.ty of conscience, with the privilege of 
celebrating their own worship in their own way. Elizabeth listened 
to neither party; dut determined to coerce them into obedience, which 
neither she, nor any of her successors iiave been able to do: but on 
the contrary, the religion she set up bids fair to be abregated by 
their descendants. The controversy was not carric! on with excessive 
animosity and zea! until 1588, when the flame broke out with redoubled 
fury. Bancroft, Archbishop of Canterburry. asserted ‘hat the Episco- 
pal order was superior to the bod» of P esbyters, by virtue of divine 
appointment. ‘To sustain this,the High Commissioners asserted that 
the Church of Rome was a true chureh, though corrupt and erroneous 
in many points of doctrine ard government. This doctrine the same 
church maintain® to the present day, since they could not otherwise 
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claim the honor of deriving the Episcopal dignity by the “proce:sion 
of the Holy Ghost,” in ‘an uninterrupted stream from the Apost'es’ 
days!:! This fact fairly establishes the connexion between the Papa! 
and Protestant Horns of the Beast with the horns of a { amb, ang 
that spoke like a dragon. The Puritans stoutly denied the assump. 
tion, but their descendants appear to have fallen in with the idea, and 
to claim apostolicity to themselves. Had these religionists been united, 
they would have been formidable, but their sentiments, views and 
measures were quite otherwise, and this large and heterogeneous body 
was suddenly divided into a variety of sects, of which some spread 
abroad the delusions of fanaticism, which had turned their own brains. 
while others displayed their folly in inventing new and whimsical plans 
of church government. 

Of ail these sects, the most famous was that which was formed 
about the year 1581, known by the name of 


BROWNISTS. 

The founder of this sect was one Robert Brown, an insinuating man, 
kut unsettled, inconsistent, inconstaut. In doctrine, he did not diffe; 
much from the Puritans or the church He discarded all societies by, 
his own; and protested against the Church of England as 4 spurious 
church, whose ministers were unlawfully ordained, whose discipline 
was Popish and antichristian, and whose sacraments and institutions 
were destitute of all efficacy and virtue. Ail of which is perfectly 
true. Persecuted in England, the Brownists fled to the Netherlands, 
where they founded churches. Their founder renounced his tenets, 
returned to England, and obtained a benefice. The Puritan exiles, 
his followers. some of whom had settled at Leyden, dispersed in the 
year 1595; and it is to be noticed, that some of the members of 
this church, transplanted themselves to America and laid the founda 
tion of the colony of New England. Others followed from the same 
quarter in 1620, and settled at New Plymouth. Nine years after, their 
numbers were augmented by a second emigration from England, aud 
by a third in 1633. Out of the Brownists’ principles arose the 


ENGLISH INDEPENDENTS AND THE AMERICAN CONGREG\- 


TIONALISTS. 

The founder of this sect was Jolin Robertson, who raised the stand- 
ard of Independency or reformed Bruwnism, at Leyden, 1595. Hs 
sect acq»ired the title by which they are designated, from their main: 
taining that every church is an independent society. and ouglit to le 

overned by its own laws, independent of any foreign jurisdiction. 
The first church of this name was established in England, A D. 16!6. 
Cromwell was very partial to this sect, and made use of it to keep 
the Presbyterians, always an ambitious sect. in their proper sphere; 
for he always disliked Presbyterian usurpation as he did Episcope! 
tyranny. When Presbyterianism fell from heaven, at the restoration 
of Royalty and Episcopacy, iis sons formed a coalition with the In- 
dependents in and about London, in 1691, under the name Uni 
Brethren. About the Restoration, they dropped the name of lace 
pendents and assumed that of Congregational Brethren, and their re 
ligious assemblies Congregational Churches. The English Presbyte: 
rians, with whom they once united, are inore properly Socinians © 
Unirarians. There is no important difference in@octrine between 
the English and American Congregationalists, and the Scotch an 
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American Presbyterians; they all coincide with the “peculiar theology” 
of the Genevese reformer. 

My design is not to write a history of the sects of Antichrist; but 
simply, to exhibit to my readers the curious transmutations the Mys- 
tery of Iniquity has undergone in its different ramifications from the 
Apostles’ days; and this, too, in as concise a manner as possible, or 
compatible with the subject. I shall, therefore, bring my narrative of 
the English branch of the Apostacy to a close, by observing that hun- 
dreds of thousands of dissentients have weakened the power of the 
National Ecclesiastical Despotism of England, by ranging themselves 
under different leaders, who have successively unfurled their standards 
of revolt against Episcopacy. These are known as Quokers, Sha- 
kers, Universalisis, and Destruclionists; Mystics, Muggletonians, and 
Fifth Monarchy Men, Antinomians, Hyper and Hypo Calvinists. be~ 
sides many others too numerous to detail. These are all Puritans 
under variousnames After 1662, they were called Nonconformists, 
and subsequently Dissenters. One sect, however, is, numerically 
speaking, of too much importance to be pretermitted, or simply named 
without a notice. The sect to which I refer is the 


WESLEYAN EPISCOPAL METHODIST CHURCH. 


The infusion of Arian, Trinitarian, Soc‘nian, Calvinistic, and 
Arminian subtleties into the Church of Rome,some of them under 
other names, mainly originated all those “peculiar theologies” we have 
noticed as the sects of Antichrist; as regards the characteristics of their 
distinguishing doctrines, as they are termed. The seéds of that grand 
defection from the religicn of England, we are now considering, were 
sown in its establishment by Armimius, a disciple of Beza,in the year 
1600. His tenets are arranged under five heads, which were stated in 
opposition to the five points of Calvinism, at the famous Synod of Dort 
in 1618. The tender mercies of Calvinism, in Holland, caused Barne- 
velt to lose his head; and doomed Hugo Grotius to perpetual! imprison-~ 
ment. The fate of Servetus is well known. The articles of the Church 
of England are Calvinistic; but her clergy chiefly Arminian. About 
1729, the church, and imdeed the whole Kingdom. were tending fast 
to open infidelity; so much so, that to sneer at religion was becoming 
quite a fashionable thing In 1735, the National religion sustained a 
shock which convulsed it to its foundations; for Arminianiem and Cal- 
vinism, headed up in the persons of brothers Wesleys, and George 
Whitfield, attacked the apathy of the Church. and the degeneracy of 
the tines with so much vigor, that a hue and cry was raised against 
them throughout the land. The Wesleys contracted a serious turn of 
mind, in the midst of Collegiate dissipation, by imbibing the spirit and 
sentiments of William Law, the celebrated Mystic. They came over 
to Georgia, to impart the doctrine of saving grace; but with little effect. 
These two ‘‘divines” were very enterprising, preaching and propaga- 
ling their epmmions with great success; especially the doctrine of sal- 
vation by faith alone. After some time, the fine points divided Wesley 
and Whitfield; the latter setting up for Calvinistic Methodism, the 
former for Arminian, and so, like Lot and Abraham, the one went to 
the right and the other to the left, 

The celebrity of Mr. Whitfield’s opinions and piety, attracted the 
attention of Selina, the Countess Dowager of Huntingdon, who 
erected meeting houses, and a college, for the use of his disciples. 

he sect is we!] known in England as Lady Huntingdon’s Connezion. 
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The first Methodist Episcopal church in the United States, was 
formed in New York.1766 Their clergy consists of Bishups. Presiding 
Elders, Elders, Deacons and an unordained order of licensed preachers. 
A schism has recently taken place in this body of religionists. 11 may 
be termed a revolt of the laity against the clergy, in which the people 
determined to divide the authority with their imperious masters, in con. 
formity with the spirit of the age. They organized themselves at 
Baltimore in 1330, under the name of 


THE METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH, 
COMPRISING THE 


ASSOCIATED METHODIST CHURCHES. 

This is the youngest daughter of the antichristian family; one of 
the most liberal and democratic of all. 

The Methodist Episeopal church has 567,268 members, and 2.220 
pricsts, besides 152 superannuated. The priests of the Methodist Fpi.- 
copal church, call themselves ‘the divinely authorized expounders of 
Gospe] doctrines, ordinances and mora! discipline!” We believe there 
are inany other shades of Methodism tou numerous to mention. 

Having thus descended to the minor twigs of the English branch 
of the Mystery of Iniquity. we shall now proceed to trace out the 
several principal ramifications of 
Ill, THE GENEVESE BRANCH OF THE APOSTACY, 


While the credit and authority of the Roman Pontiff were on the 
decline in Ge:many, they received a mortal wound in Switzerland 
from Ulric Zuingle,a canon of Zurich. He was aman of heroic in- 
Arepidity, of an adventurous genius, and of an uncommun degree of 
knowledge and penetration. He is said to have been much superior 
to Luther in learning, capacity and judgment; and Dr. Mosheim ad- 
mits, that the spirit of revolt began to show itself in Zuing!ius before 
Luther came to an open rupture with Rome. as early as 1516, he 
began toexplain the Scriptures to the people, and to censure the crrors 
of Papalism. The impious traffic of indulgences started Zuirgie 
into open rebellion against the Pope in SwitZerland, as it aflerwards 
did Luther in Germany; and had Zuinglius enjoyod the patronage of 
Vrinces, and had so important a theatre of action, it is probab'e we 
should have hea'd more of the reformation of Zuing! us than cf Lu- 
ther. Bernardine Samson. an Italian Monk, was the Pope’s merchant 
or agent in the Cantons, for the sale of licenses to sin. Like " e'zel 
in Germany, he was very zealous in his master’s business. But Zuin- 

gie, in 1516, spoiled his craft, by exposing the worthlessness of his 
spiritual wares. His steadiness, resolution and courage were crowned 
with sucvess, and the Helvetic Cantons soon rejecied and denied the 
doctrine of the Pope’s supremacy. Zuingle and Carlostadt, both 
maintained that the bread and wine in the “Saci:ament” were nothing 
else but bread and wine, appointed as emblems of the body and b!ocd 
of Jesus: in opposition to Luther and the Pope. As these !caders 
taught, so their disciples believed; hence it became an article of faith. 
From the year 1524, this became the st:ndard of orthedoxy in Swit 
zerland, ‘The form of “will-worship ” established for the Swiss, by 
Zuinglius, the founder of their religion, was remarkable for its sim 
plicity, compared with other forms cet up by other @ounders of rew 


re.igions, 
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THE CHURCH OF GENEVA, 


or as it is sometimes called, the Reformed Church, had scarcely been 
established as the National religion by Zuingle, when the “CAriusfran 
Hero,” as he is termed, in 1530 fellin a batile that was fought between 
the Protestants of Zurich, who drew the sword in defence of Zuin- 
glianism, and the subjects of the Pope, who threw away the scabbard 
in the cause of Remanism. “It was not, indeed, to perform,” says 
Mosheim, **the sanguinary officc of a soldier, that Zuingle was pre- 
sent at this engageinent, but with a view to encourage and animate, by 
his counsels and exhortations. the valiant defenders of the Protestant 
cause.” And so much the worse. Whois the greatest man- slayer, 
he that sheds the bluod of five men with his his own hand, or he who 
infuses courage into thousands to animate them in the slaughter of 
their tens of theusands? It is the cause of Antichrist, under a new 
and more disguised form, that needs rivulets of human blood to mois- 
ten and cement its foundation and defences. Thus did the Lutheran, 
English and Genevese churches establish themselves, by shedding the 
blood of their opponents. “Jf any one slay with the sword he shall 
himself be slain with the sword.” Rev. xiii. 9. The doom, therelore, of 
these churches. founded by their “learned and pious” military aposiles, 
is unalterably fixed. “Jf any one has an ear let him hear.” 

Hitherto Zurich had been the nursery of this religion; but about — 
the year 1536, there sppeared a champion on the stage, who gave a 
new impulse to the te.ets of Zuingle; and drew the attention of the 
world from that Canton to the city of Geneva. This was no other 
than the celebrated John Calvin, a native of Picardy, and by profes- 
sionalawyer. His admirers have placcd him at the head of the res 
forn.ers, all of whom he surpassed, at least in learning and parts, 
as he also did the greater part of them in obstinacy, asperily and tur» 
bulence. This “divine” held an important post in that city, especially 
in those remarkable times. He was made “professor of divinify;” for 
which he was well qualified, having an incurable propensity to pry into 
the secrets, and, therefore, unrevealed coungels and decrees of God, 
His opinions are too well known to need description In 154!, he re« 


turned to Geneva, from whence his opponents had expelles him, and 
in fact, though not in name, became the Lord Bishop of the new church 
of Switzerland. He also obtained a high degree of influence in the 


political administration of that republic; in attempting to acquire 
which. none of his disciples have been backward, even to this day. 
The fruits of this influence were fatally felt by the unfortunate Ser- 
vetus. His views and projects were grand and extensive. The Se- 
nate of Geneva founded a university in that city, at his request, and 
appointed him and Theodore Beza professors. This institution he 
proposed to make the seminary of all the reformed churches; and 
aimed at nothing less than rendering the government, discipline and 
doctrine of Geneva, the model and rule of strict imitation to all the 
reformed churches in the world. Geneva, then, and not JERUSALEM, 
was to be the “Mother of us al/;” and the doctrine of Calvin, not the 
Apostles’ doctrine, the model and rule of our imitation!! He died, 
having accomplished his project in part, in 1564, aged 55, much la- 
mented by his followers and friends. 

The ecclesiastical government of this church and its children is 

resbylerian. He restricted the power of the civil magistrate in 
church affairs; put the clergy on an equal footing; procured lawe to 
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be enacted for the regulation of religious matters; all of which was 
confirmed by a majority of the Senate. He contended for a real but 
spiritual presence of Christ in the bread and wine; which Zuing le did 
not. The following churches constitute the chief of the progeny of 
Geneva:—the Church of Herdelberg, the Church of Bremen; atter the 
Huconors had finished their testimony, and virtually apostatized from 
the pacific principles of their ancestors, and the yet more sacred prin, 
ciples of the ancient gospel they professed—they also were adupted 
into the family of Antichrist; and became confessors of John Caivin 
instead of Jesus. The Belgic Provinces in 1571. publicly adopted 
Calvin's system. Since the United Provinces revolted from Spain, 
the Calvinistic Belgic Church 1s better known as the Reforimed Dutch, 
or Church of Holland. The last church we shall notice of the Gene. 
vese branch of the Apostacy is the Church of Scotland and its de- 
acendants. 

The light of christianity is said to nave dawned upon Scotland du. 
ring the third century. There is nothing improbable in this assertion, 
but it is not built upon incontestible authority. While this Kingdom 
was a member of the Chureh of Rome, the power of the Pope was 
very great. It was sustained and seconded by inhuman laws and 
barbarous executions, which choked, fur many years, the seeds of re- 
ligious liberty, which were sown very early in Scotland, by several 
noblemen of that nation, who had resided in Germany during the te- 
ligious disputes that divided the empire. The vices of the Romanist 
clergy were excessive. Indeed the character of the superstiticn and 
priests of Rome, was of the same debasing kind in all the kingdoms 
of Europe under their yoke, prior to Luther’s rebellion. The first and 
most successful opponent of the Papal rule in Scotland, was John 
Knox, a disciple of Calvin, and one who “‘wever feared the face of man.” 
His eloquence was persuasive, his fortitude invincib'e— he was the re- 
solute reformer of a fierca and barbarous people, He is sometimes 
called the Apostle of Scotland; but the Apostle of Calvin in Scotland, 
would be more approprjate. He set out from Geneva, among the 
mountaineers of Switzerland, for the rugged but more barien |iills of 
Caledonia, in 1559; where he soon inspired the hardy Scots with 4 
violent aversion to the superstitions of Rome, so that the majority of 
the Nation aimed at nothing less than the total extirpation of l’opery. 
The indignation of the people was soon turned upor. the persons end 
offices of the Bishops; so that the religious insurrection in this coun 
try extended not only to doctrine, but also to the government of the 
Popish church. The faith and order.composing the religion which 
John Knox introduced into Scotland, was well suited to the rugged: 
ness and barrenness of the country, to the coldness of the climate, 
and to the barbarity and fierceness of the tempers of the people at that 
time. It was the “peculiar theology” of Switzerland and the low 
countries. The basis of its system was the fatalism.of Antichrist, 
and not very dissimilar to that of Mohammed and the Greek « burch. 
Episcopacy was abolished. after the shedding of blood on both sides, 
and Presbyteries, Synods and General Aescmblies, with the King fort 
head instead of the Pope, were established in its room. Frem this 
period to the present times, the gloomy doctrine. worship and disci- 

line of the churches of Geneva and Holland, established by the same 
influence that consdmed Servetus at the stake, have been upheld with 

the most invincible obstinacy and zeal, under the imposing title of the 
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NATIONAL CHURCH OF SCOTLAND, 


commonly called the Presbyterian Church, which was established by 
law on its present basis, at the revolution in 16838, when Episcopacy 
breathed its last and final breath in thatrealm. Let it be chronicled, 
however, that the National church of Christin Scotland, had recourse 
to aris so late as Charies I1., to oppose an attempt to introduce cer- 
tain amendments or ‘innovations’ into its discipline and worship! 
After witnessing a series of the most dreadful convulsions and deplo- 
rable scenes, Juhn Knox, the founder of Presbyterianism, ended his 
tumultuous career in the year 1572. During the Commonwealth, the 
Scotch attempted to establish their religion in England, by “a solemn 
league and covenant,” formed with the republican malcontents of the 
South. ‘They foughtand conquered. Presbyterianism and the West- 
minster conlession of faith, gajned the ascendant by force of arms; 
but was again eapelled and driven back into the regions of the North, 
at the restoration of Royalty, 1662, leaving behind it only the shadow 
of a name. ‘hose wh» retain it have ne:ther Presbyteries, Synods, 
nor Assemblies; they*st.ll hold the endowments, though of Sccinian 
principles, under the nameof English Presbyterians. ‘The climate of 
England is too genial for Scotch divinity. It isa remarkable fact, that 
the strongest Calvinism is to be tound in the coldest countries. Pre- 
destination is nurtured in Deamark, Norway, Sweden, Scotland. Hol. 
land, Switzerland, Germany, and the New England states; a southern 
sun thaws its ice-cold frigidity into the milder and more benevolent 
opinions of Arminius, 

The Scottish daughter of Babylon remained entire until the year 
1727; when an independent spirit, named John Glass laid the axe 
nearly to the root of our genealogical tree, and denounced all national 
churches as antichristian:—a position as true as the gospel. He was 
aclergyman of the establishment. For this and other opinions he 
was first suspended, and afierwards deposed for his contumacy, in 
1730. The secession of Mr. Glass was continued by Robert Sande- 
man in 1757, who was an Elder among the foilowers of Mr. Glass. 
He maintained the forgiveness of sins by the imputed righteousness 
of Christ. If any act, exercise, or exertion of the mind, were neces- 
aa to our being accepted of God, he conceived there would be 


w fto glory.” this is Sieighism. The name given to this first 
and oldest of the Scottish sects is 


GLASSITES OR SANDEMANIANS. 


This sect observed the weekly administration of the Lord's Supper; 
the weekly collection before the Lord’s Supper fur the support of the 
poor, and defiaying other expenses, mutual exhortation, and a plu~ 
rality of elders, pastors, or bishops, in each church. In the choice of 
these elde-s, want of learning and engagemeut in trade, were no 
sufficient objection, if qualified according to the instructions given by 
Paul to Timothy and Titus. In their discipline they were strict and 
severe, and separated from all other religionists, who they conceived 
did not profess the simple truth, or waik in obedience to it. All 
which is Scriptural and Apostolical and highly commendable. Never- 
theless, they had the mark of the Beast on their foreheads, which they 
did not wash off. They were unbaplized baby sprinklers. Out of the 
controversies between these professors and the established church 
arose another sect about the year 1797, called the 
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NEW INDEPENDENTS. 


Messrs. R. & I. Haldane were the chief originators of the societics 
classed under this name. They were aided by Messrs. Innes, Aikman 
and Ewing, clergymen of the national church. The Haldanes were 
laymen and men of the most unbounded liberality, and primitive 
self-denial. Robert Haldane sold bis large estates and devoted his 
fortune to the enlightenment of his countrymen from oneend of 
Scotland to the other. He attacked the corruptions of the church, 
aud was more indebted to the government, than to the ecclesiastica! 
powers, that he was not subjected to the rigor of the law for his non. 
conformity. He educated several young men at his own expence, 
and sent them forth as missionaries to attack the strong holds of Sa. 
tan. Many of these are in the United States, among the Baptists, 
Robert Haldane, after having convulsed the clergy on their thrones, 
aud having enlightened the minds of the people to a considerable 
extent, at length became a christian by being immersed into the name 
of Christ. Also in (797, the celebrated Mr. Wilberforce, surprised 
the public by appearing as a religious writer, in Engiand. tris work 
was intitled a ‘‘practical view of the prevailing religious system of 
professed christians, in the higher and middle classes in this country, 
contrasted with real @hristianity.” He lived and died a Churchman, 
notwithstanding his protest. ‘ihe period we have now arrived at 
coincides with the resurrection of the Witnesses, which teok place at 
the French revolution. The Bible Society was establisheu at or about 
this time, which, from its foundation, must have circulated some mil- 
lions of copies of the Testimony of the Apostles and Prophets, 
through all the nations of the earth. It will also be remarked that 
from the breaking out to the termination of the war against the Two 
Witnesses there was the bitterest opposition imaginable to the circr. 
lation of their testimony among the people; but at their resurrection 
it became fashionabie to patronize the Parent and Aunxiliary Bible 
Societies. ‘This is another incident confirmatory of my view of this 
subject before treated of. All the sects that arose between 1695 and 
1790, can have no pretensions to the character of christian churches, 
for during that period, the bodies of the Witnesses laid dead ard un- 
buried in the street (Piatea) of the city, which runs through the nations 
of different languages. Many of the New Independents became 
christians, and by doing so added to the number of the witnesses for 
the truth. 

While Mr. Glass was strengthening his secession, some other divines, 
on different grounds, were meditating their retreat from the Natrenal 
Church. They wished to reform the establishment, but not succeeding, 
they renounced their allegiance to the assembly. and formed new con 
gregations. Four of the clergy were suspended in 1733 and in 1740 
debarred from all clerical functions in the Kirk. The chief of them 
was Ebenezer Erskine. Their disciples rapidly increased, and were 
at longth embodied under the generic denomination of 


SECEDERS., 


The Scotch Burgess oath in a certain clause runs thus;--“J profes 
and allow with thy heart the true religion presentiy professed within this 
realm.and authorized by the laws thereof. I will abide at and defend the 
same to my life's end. renouncing the Romish Religion. called Pap 
try.” Whoever took this oath declared that he believed the Natione! 
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Kirk was the true religion. One part, therefore, of the Seceders 
refused to take it; the other contended it might be taken with a safe 
conscience, as the relig‘on of the State was still the true faith, though 
many abuses had creptin. Each party adhered to its own opinions, 
and, about the year 1747, split into two opposite and contending fac- 
tions, called 

BURGHERS AND ANTI-BURGHERS. 


The Anties are more numerous than their opponents. The pugna- 
city of John Knox still flows in the veins of his disciples; for the Bur- 
gess oath sti!l keeps some of their congregations asunder even in this 
country, so remote and independent of the scene of action, ‘The dis- 
ciples of Scotch divinity and metaphysics in the United States, must 
be considered as Seceders from the Church of Scotland, not from prin- 
ciple or choice, but from necessity. The revolution it was which se- 
vered them from the mother Kirk; a revolution originating in po- 
litical, more than religious, disputes ‘The first society of emigrant 
Presbyterians, was constituted in 1700, thirty.three years before the 
quarrel between the Erskines and General Assembly. Their first Pres- 
bytery was formed in 1704. They continued to increase till 1788, 
when this ecclesiastical body was consummated in the formation of 
the General Assembly of the 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES. 


This is a respectable sect, not so much for its humility, spirituality, 
and piety, as for its number, wealth and learning. It has about 170,000 
members. Several churches, originally Congregational, have merged 
into Presbyterianism, The Congregational clergy in England, frater- 
nize with those of this church in America, indeed, the only real 
difference between these two sects is in their church government. 
The Congregational, until about 1809, was the established faith 
and order of New England, and like the Presbyterian, and its sister 
churches, Holland and Geneva, equally an inheritor of the unmerciful 
spirit of John Calvin. Religious hypocrisy became a passport to 
civil offices, under the “divine influence” of Connecticut Calvinism, 
No one was permitted to hold an ollice who was not sound in the faith: 
no dissenter from Calvinism, the established faith of that dominion, 
was allowed to vote for civil officers; if_a ,»erson turned Quaker, he 
was to be banished, and if he returned, to suffer death; nu hospitality 
was to be shown towards a heretic; no Catholic Priest was to abide 
in the colony. on pain of death, &c. See Blue Laws of Connecticut. 
Every Dissenter, down to the year 1811, was compelled to support 
the clergyman of the Parish, whether he approved him or not. The 
General Court of Massachusetts passed a law against the Baptists, 
in 1651, infleting banishment on them, if they persisted in dissemi- 


| nating their doctrines. In 1557, they cut the ears and bored the 


tongues of the Quakers who became obnoxious to them, witha red 
hot iron: and in 1656, put four to death for refusing to leave the state, 

The Presbyterian church, like its Scottish parent, is not deficient in 
worldly policy, and, opportunity fitting, is not backward in offering 
iacense to those in power. However fair to the eye this daughter of 
Babylon may appear, decked with all her trappings of a learned 
priesthood, colleges, professors, gaudy temples, benevolent societies, 
wealthy and fashionable flocks—she has the elemeats of discord, the 
seeds of dissojution rankling in her body: and, judging irom the 
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avowed misgivings of her adherents, the eve of an explosion seem, 
near ut hand Calvinism, Arminianism ond the Creed are the 
conflicting elements in this, as in all other religious establishments. 
and an approaching convention at Pittsburg; threatens tv shiver inic 
eer ae factions, this “pure faith, primitive order,” and “peculiar 
theology !” 

There are other sects of this church, concerning which we need not 
enter into detai!. I[t will be sufficient to lay their names before the 
reader, who can make further inquiry respecting them, as his leisure 
or Curiosity may prompt. Their names are as follow: 

Relief Presbyterians, 1752; Dutch Keformed Church, U. S, 
1639; German kKeformed Church, U. S. 1746; Cumberland Pres. 
byterians, 1810; irvingites, 1833. 





ADDRESS 
To the Clergy of “every Name and Denomination” 
OF THE KIDGDOM OF ANTICHRIST. 


GentTLemenN,— Byexamining, even cursorily, the foregoing exhibi- 
tion of yuur pulitico-religious economy, you must discover that your 
class and orders are indebted to the maciiinations of an evil influence, 
subsequently patronized by imperial authority, for their rise, progress 
and confirmation. The well attested evidence of Ecclesiastical His- 
tory, furnishes the s!'udent with facts, which demonstrate the equality 
of all the brethren and sisters in Christ, during the first age of the 
church of Christ. 1 refer to the historical testimony of profane wri- 
ters, because with the majority, this is of greater authority than the 
plain and simple narrative of the inspired writings. But, if you would 
only read the New Testament, with minds uninfluenced by education 
or prejudice, for the time, forgetting that there exist in society ‘names 
and denominations” or any institutions called Christian, | am sure, 
as honest men and candid inquirers after truth, you would be con- 
vinced, that religion as it exists, and you yourselyes as a “sacred or 
der,” have no affinity with the Divine institutions of that inspired 
volume But, gentlemen, the religion of Jesus which you profess, but 
in reality desecrate. is incontrevertibly proved to be divine by the 
standing monuments which appertain to the social order of the Gentile 
economy. Yuu are you'selves a proof of its divinity;—- your “sacred 
order” is a perishing monument of the validity of its high pretensions. 
“Reverend Divines” and “Most Reverend Clergy,’’ are the irreverent 
appellations conferred on your sacerdotal institution. And pray, 
sirs, by whom were you thus designated? Surely not by Jehovah, con 
cerning whom it is alone said. “Ho'y and Reverend is nis name.” Ps. 
init Has he whose holiness and venerable character imparted to the 
mountain of Sinai a consecration, that, if even an inoffensive beast 
should touch it, it should be struck through with a dart,--has he, I ask, 
shared with you he holy and reverend name? Did Jesus, who forbid 
his Apostles to assume titles. violate his interdiction, and confer them 
upon you? Opdid the Aposties confer on you names the use of which 
was interdicted to themselves? And who is the “Divine” ons, bot 
the Father who manifested himself through his Son by his Hely Spr 
rit? .Are you divine, and does God indeed manifest himself thréug! 
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ow Who were the divines or divinities of olden times, but Diana 
gad her associates, “*whow all Asia and the world worshipped?” No 

niiemea, you derive not these names from God our by his authority, 
but they are the “names of blasphemy’ conierred upon you by the vo. 
taries ot superstition, Over Whuw yvu have rewgned triumphant since 
the days of the crafty Constantine. But, say you, our institutions 
are nut aliied to the state, and t erefore they are not anuchristian. It 
js conceded that you are all on an equal footing; but, asa wh le, your 
system 1s national From your “sacred order” are selected the “rev- 
erend chaplucns”’ of hospttals, prisons, fleets, and armies, by the secu- 
lar power. Your order, which in one relation may be termed ‘ spiritual 
wicavduess in high places,” is patronized by men of all religions and 
of nv religion, Dy 1.fidels and atheists, and by these, too, promoted to 
prosutute the sacred name of Christ in your vain supplications in the 
inidst of the scornful rulers of the darkness of this wo ld. Your in- 
stitutions are “rncorporated” by law; and if onein the midst of your 
congregations, were tv rise Up and question your assertions, you silence 
him, not by argument, but by the terrors of the law! Does one of the 
great ones of Lie carth, a scorner of the truth as it is in sesrus, depart 
this lite? His procession 1s incomplete unless your reverences accom- 
pany tuum to the grave, proncunce an eulogy over his bedy, or an 
empty coffis, and send him to the apo heosian :ealms, on the merits 
of a funeral speech! I shall transe ibe tor your illumination, the fol- 
lowing striking reflections of Dr. Hartiey, in his Observations on Man, 
part 2,prop 32 “Sihe civil and ecclesiastical powers are so inters 
woven and cemented together, in ail the countries of Christendom, 
that if the first tail the last must fail a'so. But there are inany pro- 
phecies wich declare the fall of the ecclesiastical powers of the chris- 
tian world. And though each church seems to flatter itself with the 
hopes of being exempted; yet it is very plain that the prophetical 
characters belong toall hey have all left the true, pure, simple re- 
ligion (and taut said they would) and teach for doctrines the com- 
mandwments of men. They are ali merchants of the earth, (Rev. xviii. 
3,),and have set up a kingdom of tins worid. They have all a dog 
mal zing spirit, and persecute such as do not receive their mark, and 
Worship the image which they have set up. ‘Ihey have all received 
money like Gehaz; and theretore the leprosy will cleave to them and 
their seed fo ever.” Yes, gentleman, the leprosy will cleave lo you and 
your seed forever Ecuo ~ yes, forever! 

But again: why, sirs, do you arrogate to yourselves the name of 
Clergy? Are we to attribute this to your ignorance or your presumption? 
Do you not know, at least you ought to know, that this expressive 
term was appropriated to all the brethren and sisters of Jesus Christ, 
without distinction? Hear what eter says to the elders among the 
brethren, “ieed the flock of God, which is with you; exercising the 
overseer’s office, not by constraint, but willingly; neither for the sake 
of sordid gaia but from good disposition; neither as lording it over 
THE HERITAGE OF Gop. but being patterns to the flock. Now, gen- 
leimen, the ‘flock of God” and the ‘heritage of God,” in this pas- 
sage denote one and the same object; and the word kleeros in the 
Greek. and elericus in the Latin, from wheaee comes clergy, signifies 
the patrimony, lot or heritage: ond when used in a restricted sense, and 
parailel with the flock of God, means the patrimony. lot or heritage 
or Gon, - Now, sirs, with this before you, which you cannot confute, 
answer the ‘world, in the face of the New Testament, candidly and 




















Se Pa 


se we 

call 

‘ 

} * 
’ 


4 = 
* 


28 


honestly, if your pseudo “sacred order” constitutes the flock or herj- 
tage of God? It docs not. and, therefore, your appropriation of the 


' title is a flagrant violation of the rights and privileges of the true sons 


of God, over whom you have lorded it for ages out of an ambitious 
disposition, for the sake of sordid gaiu. No, sirs, instead of being 
God's heritage or clergy, you are the oppressors of the flock~-*/j, 
grievous wolves” who the Apostle warned the disciples would ‘enter 
in having no mercy on the flock.” You have the semblance of sanctity; 
there are the externals of a mock devotion in your deportmen|, and 
a certain lamb-like unction in your speech, well calculated to impose 
upon the undiscerning multitude who trust, with fatal ecnfidence, in 
your guidance. But, mark, gent!emen, you may have all the exterior 
of angels of light, and yet be in reality nothing more than “trancformed 
ministers of the adversary.” Do you not assume the character of 
“successors to the Apostles?” Hear what Paul says of you, ‘for such 
are false Apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themse ves into 
Apostles of Christ: And no marvel; fur Sstan himself is transformed 
into an angel of light. Therefore itis no great thing if his ministers 
also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shal 
be according to their works.’’ 2 Cor ii. 13, 14, 15. 

Gentlemen. you hold a conspicuous place in the Apocalyptic vision, 
You are therein styled the *\Merchants of the Earth.” The time is near 
at hand when you will ‘waza and lament over” the bankruptcy of your 
affairs, “because no one wili buy your (spiritual) wares any longer.” 
Among your merchandize we are told are “slaves and the souls cf men.’ 
Then will you weep and mourn over your by-gone influence and 
splendor, saying,“ Alas! Alas!” In another place, your power or king- 
dom is represented as a two horned beast, against which God has great 
indignation in store. Hear the denunciation upon those who submit 
to your authority: ‘‘If any one worship the beast and his image, and 
receive the mark upon his furehead, or in his hand, he also sbali drink 
of the wine of the indignaticn of God, which is tempered, withcut 
mixture in the cup of his wrath.” 





‘Finally, in the words of an author of some celebrity, I conclude by 
observing to my readers that I am ‘‘aware that the general severity of 
my @xpressions may be liable to give offence to the benevolent,but I rely 
upon their candor, that they will ecquit me of any real want of cherily 
to other men, seeing that my strictures are not personal against indi- 
viduals, bat only against their false doctrines and erroneous principles; 
and therefore I cannot justly be charged with the uncharitable and 
dangerous presumption of judging other men, though | have exposed 
their errofieous doctiines and practices in the severest terms. For ia- 
deéd, severity of expression is not only natural, but even indispensa- 
ble, when manifest proots are produced of cruelty, bloodshed. idolatry 
and perverse superstition, as are shocking to humanity; to that natura! 
knowledge of good and evil in man, by which we are all rendered ac- 
countable to God for our very thougl.ts and principles or wishes, as 
well as our actions.” Granville Sharp. Some men love the truth so 
ardently that they can hear her blasphemed in their presence and for: 
bear to defend her, lest they should be deemed harsh or pharisaical. 
They mistake a forcibleness of expression, and an energy of style for 
bitterness and nialignity of spirit; and knowing and possessing leas! 
of the true spirit of Christ themselves, they are the first to suppose 
the want of it, and to condemn the spirit of others. But not having 
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the faculty of discerning spirits, we reject their decisions, and com- 
mend ourselves to the faithful who count not their lives dear, that 
they may serve Christ, and valiantly obtain an unfading crown. 

In oder to present the foregoing genealogical exegesis at one view, 
I have sketched ovt a table, connecting together, link by link, the, 
whole family of antichrist; from the days of the Apostles down, a 
succession of 18 centuries, to the present time. If the reader connects 
the idea of a vine and its branches, bringing forth poisonous berrics 
instead of grapes, with the branching table before him; he will the 
better comprehend what the divine author of the Apocalypse means 
when he says to the angel who had the sharp sickle, “‘put forth your 
sharp sickle and lop off the cLusTeRs (secs) of the vine upon the earth 
for its grapes are ripe. And the messenger laid his sharp sickle to 
the earth, und lopped off the vine of the earth; and he thrust them 
into the great wine press of the wrath of»God.” Rev. xiv. 19. . This 
is a parallel passage to that where it says, “the time is come that thou 
shouldest destroy them that destroy the earth.” Rev. xi. 18. These 
are but hints, which I shall improve upon hereafter.. T would just say, 
that the vine of the earth comprises political as well as ecclesiastical 
branches, clusters and grapes. Alas! what an awful prospect is before 
the world. Truly it will be wo to the earth because of offences! 





QUERIES. 

Against whom did the holy prophets of the Jews, the Saviour of 
the world and his Apostles inveigh with the utmost severity? 

Ans. Against the popular clagy. Never were any thingsspoken by 
the Saviour of the world, or by the hcly Apostles, with so much keen- 
ness, with so much severity, as their reproofs of, and denunciations 
against, the popular clergy. 

Who were the popular clergy in those days? 

Ans. Those who pleased the people, taught for hire, and established 
themselves into an order distinct from the people. 

Who are the popular clergy now? 

Ans. Those who are trained for the precise purpose of teachin 
religion as their calling, please the mass of the people, establish them- 
. selves into a distinct order, from which they exclude all that are not 


so trained and for hire, affect to be the only legitimate interpretérs of — 


revelation. 

W hat are tlie most effectual means to diminish the power and domin- 
tion of thepopular clergy? 

Ans. The same means which the Lord and his Apostles used in 
their day against those of that time—chiefly to persuade the pople to 
hold fast the holy commandments of the Apostles, and to build them- 
selves up in the christian faith. Jude. 2d Pet. iii. 2. 

Christ. Bapt. vol. dy p. 126, 
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